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For the sake of distinctness, the various parts of the '^ Declaration/' in sue- 
cesaioD| occupy the pages on the right-hand side of th« valufne, and the corre- 
sponding " Remarks '' the pages on the left. 

Any observations, arising more immediately out of peculiarities in the 
** Declaration ** itself, are placed, in the form of notes, in the same pages with 
the passages to which they refer. 

And in one instance, at page 11, where the observations upon a most im- 
portant passage are necessarily extended to a considerable length, it has been 
deemed expedient to deviate from a general rule, (that of resolving a paragraph 
into parts, by placing one or more lines of it at the top of each of the pages 
occupied by the commentary which is connected with it), — in order that the 
whole of that passage may be seen, as ftM* as may be, at one view, and the 
attention of the reader may be preserved unbroken. 



ADV ER TISEMENT. 



In "a Letter to the Uukb of Norfolk on the Catholic 
"QaestioD," addressed to that Nobleman, early in the present 
year, by R. Wilmot Horton, Esq. M.P., I read the lollowiog 
passag'e : — 

" After a very attentive examination, or, I would rather say, 
" revision of the history of the Catholic Question up to the present 
" moment ; I am confirmed in the opinion which 1 have long en- 
" tertained, that a measure has been omitted, which, if practica- 
"ble, would materially tend to the satisfactory settlement of 
'* this question ; and that this measure can only proceed from 
" the Roman Catholic Body. 

« "The measure to which I advert is, a distinct explanatory 
" statement of the doctrines and opinions of the Roman Catholics of 
"the present day ; so far as such doctrines and opinions can be const- 
" dered, by the most jealous Protestant, as calculated to affect the 
" exercise of their civil duties as subjects." 

My sincere thanks, and, I believe, those of every well-disposed 
Protestant in tho United Kingdom, arc justly due to this gen- 
tleman, for thus candidly stating his opinion of the expediency 
of this measure : for, happily, the measure has been adopted, 
and carried into effect by the highest Roman Catholic autho- 
rities in this country, — The VioARS Apostolic and their Co- 
adjutors; to whom, therefore, its Proteslant population can 
scarcely feel the sense of inferior obligation.' 

A Declaration, proceeding from such authority, may be sup- 
posed a priori to be unimpeachable; to contain a correct repre- 
sentation of the fundamental doctrines and opinions of thk 
Roman Church, for that is declared io be always the same; and 
a distinct avowal of every thing that " can be considered, by the 
" most jealous Protestant, as calculated to affect the exercise of 
"the civil duties of the Roman Cal holies as subjects and ritizent." 
Such was the professed purpose of this Declaration ; but how 
far this purpose has been answered, must be left to the decisioa 
of the unprejudiced reader. 



' PerLaps I ought Ukewise to acknowledge myself under obligation, 
in this respect, to the Ediiors of the Edinburgh Review ; for it was to tlie 
circulation of this Declaration, with the eighty -seventh Number of thai 
work, that 1 was indebted for my earliest knowledge, that it had been 
printed aod published. Having thus found it, 1 set it down doubly as 
a treasure. 



REMARKS. 



"Catholic Religion."] There is nothing of greater importance 
in aDj declaration wherein truth is the great object to be insisted on, 
than ihe precise use of^ terms. The Church of Rome stjles herself 
" The Mistress of all Churches,"' thus plainly acknowledging 
that there are other churches besides herself. For the term Ca- 
tholic, therefore, throughout this Declaration, aa also ia the title- 
page, where those who have published it style themselves Catho- 
lic Bishops, ihe word Roman, or Romish, must be substituted 
in the mind of the reader, to make the Declaration either intelligible 
or true. The term Catholic signifies Universal; and the Roman 
Church is only one branch of the Catholic or Universal Church of 
Christ ; so that ^\& perverts the sense of the word CalholiCf whenever 
she applies it exclusively to herself. 

For the same reason the members of that church should be called 
Romunlils, and not Catholics. But, if they are regarded as Jicknow- 
ledging the ecclesiastical supremacy of the Pope, which all true Ro- 
manists are, by iheir very profession of faith, obliged to do, their pro- 
per denomination is Papists. 

This stumbling, on the very threshold as it were, is unfortunate, 
and excites suspicions of unsoundness, which 1 believe will not be at 
all allayed by the sequel. 

" But our astonishment subsides," etc.] How estremely anxious 
are these prelates, to place their church, in the estimation of the 
British nation, on an equal footing, as far as may be, with the apo- 
stles of Christ, and the primitive Christians, in respect to purity of 
doctrine, and innocency and integrity of manners ; — and to set down 
every thing which opposes such pretensions to the account of calumny 
and misrepresentation! As all these, and even "Christ himself," 
were calumniated and misrepresenteil, fAere/bre, and only for that 
reason, their *' astonishment subsides," that the Church of Rohl 
. has not escaped the same fate ! Such is their argument. But is not 
< this, it may be said, the language of conscious innocence i Is it not, 
, at least, designed to represent it? 

"In a word," etc.] Butby whom was "their whole religion" 
thus described, but by their pagan persecutors ? And is it not here 



' See the Creed of Pope Pius IV. Article xii. hereafter cited. " She 
" sdth in her heart — I sit a Queen, and am no mdow, and shall see no 
" sorrow." Rev. xviii. 7. 
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When we consider the misrepresentaliona of the Catholic religioD, 
which are so industriously uiid widely propagated in ihis country, we 
are filled witli astonishment. 



But our astonishment subsides, when we call to mind, that the 
character of Christ himself was mi-trepresented: he was charged with 
blasphemy, with breaking the sabbath, and with forbidding tribute to 
be paid to Caesar:' — that the apostles and disciples of Christ were 
misrepresented : ihey were charged with speaking blasphemous 
words against Moses and against God, with exciting sedition, and 
with many other grievous offences entirely devoid of proof;* — and 
that misrepresentation was the general lot of Christians in the lirst 
ages of the Church. The primitive Christians were first calumniated 
and held up to public contempt, and then persecuted and deprived, 
not ODiy of iheir civil rights and privileges, but of their property, and 
even of their very lives. They were charged with idolatry, with 
horrid cruelties, and other flagitious crimes, even in their religious 
worship. In a word, their whole religion was described as a system 
of folly and superstition, grounded on no one rational principle. 



■ Matth. xsvi. 65. Mark iii. 22. John ix. 16. Lnke xxiii. 2. (original.) 
"" * Acts vi. U— xxiv. 5.— XXV. 7. (ori^nal.) 
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tacitly insinuated^ that those, who now oppose themselves, upon 
principle, to the usurpations and errors of the Church of Rome^ 
are persons of no better description i 



'^ The Catholics of Great Britain have to lament/' etc.] The gross 
misconception and misrepresentation here complained qf\ if they do 
really exist in this country, are certainly to be lamented; but the 
longer endurance of such a ground of complaint may easily be pre- 
vented, by a clear and determinate statement of the real doctrines and 
practices of the Roman Church. 

To afford such a statement as this is the professed object of this 
Declaration. 

But, as ** the doctrines and religious rites, which, as Catholics, they 
" are taught by their Church to believe and observe," are contained, 
for the most part, in the Creed of Pope Pius IV., and in the Decrees 
and Canons of the Council of Trent,— to these it will be also satisfac- 
tory to the minds of Protectants to refer. Indeed, this having been 
their last great Council; — it having been expressly held for " the gldVy 
<« of the Holy Trinity, the increase and exaltation of the faith and the 
'' Cliristian religion, the extirpation of heresy, the union of the Church, 
<' the reformation of the clergy and Christian people, and the de- 
*' preission and extinction of the enemies of the Christian nam» ;"— and 
its paramount authority having been most particularly sanctioned, and 
insisted on, by the Creed of Pope Pius IV. ; — it may be almost un- 
necessary to go further back, in quest of the genuine prirtciples of 
the Roman church ; except perhaps, in some instances, to illustrate 
the genuineness of the antiquity attributed to them in this De- 
claration. 

** And imagine that she is responsible for," etc.] What she is 
truly responsible for are — her 6wn doctrines and reiigious rites, 
as exhibited by mbrsblf, in her own professed atld public acts above 
alluded to; — and the practical consequences, which, as far as her 
power and influence have extended, nave generally resulted froin 
them. 



Si. Justin and Tertullian, in their npologies for the Christian 
religion, endeavoured to dispel (hose misrepresenlations, by exhibiting 
Uic real doctrines an<} precepts, and explaining some of the sacred 
rites of the Christian religion. They showed thai these injurious 
misrepresentations were, in many instances, the inventions of men, 
who, unable to withstand the evidences of the divine establishment 
of Christianity, endeavoured to excite prejudices against it in the 
minds of the people, by holding out its doctrines as absurd and 
impious, and its professors as the cause of every public calamity. 

St. Augustine complained of the calumnies which were circulated 
against the Catholic Church by the Manicheans and Donatists of 
his age. He humbly confessed and lamented, that he himself had 
employed the same weapons against the Church, when he was attached 
to the former of these seels ;■ and acknowledged that he then blindly, 
and rashly, and falsely accused the Catholic Church of doctrines and 
opinions, which, he was at length convinced, she never taught, 
believed, or held. 

The Catholics of Great Britain have to lament and to complain, 
that the doctrines and religious rites which, as Catholics, they are 
taught by their Church to believe and observe, have been long grossly 
misconceived and misrepresented in this country, to the great injury 
of their religious character and temporal interests. 



They are persuaded that many, whu are opposed to th< 
count of their religion, suppose, without inquiry, that th 
church really teaches all that she is reported by her adversaries 



' Gaudens erubui, non 
contra carnal rum cogilatio 



e tot annoa ad vers us CathoUcam fidecn, 
im figmenta latrasse. (original.) 



laries to I 

sed -^^^H 



And there is a well-known maxim of policy,' by which the conduct 
of the Chtirch of Rome has been greatly distinguished, even from 
the fourth century to the present lime, which will require (and more 
especially WOK) (Aa( (Ae oicder of the Jesuits is again in full 
operation,') a frequent appeal to these. 

As to this Declaration, indeed, it is only the Declaration, strictly 
speaking, of the individual prelates who have signed and published 
it. Its very title expresses this: and they themselves distinctly state 
that this is the case, in the concluding clause of the whole, wherein 
they say — "This Declaration we, the undersigned, approve and pub- 
" lish, as an exposition of our principles and doclrines, on the sub- 
" jects to which it refers." It is not therefore binding cither upon their 
Church, or upon their successors, and they themselves alone are re- 
sponsible for it. How far, therefore, it may be safely confided in ; 
and whether there is not that degree of reservation In it, which may 
be almost said to mwre/»rese«^, instead of fairlj/ to represent, " the 
" subjects to which it refers ;" — are questions of great moment to the 
Protestants of this country, at the present time. 

But it is only by a faithful comparison of the doclrines and reli- 
gious rites set forth in this Declaration, with those prescribed by the 
supreme authorities aforesaid, from which, in the mind of every con- 
sistent Catholic, there can be no appeal, that we can fully ascertain 
how far the principles and practices of the Church of Rome corre- 
spond with this description of them ; — and whether there is not a total 
silence observed, with respect to many of them, with which it is of 
the utmost importance to PitOTiiSTA NTs, in these times especially, 
to be particularly acquainted. With the vaunted exception of that 
Church, ignorance and error are more or less ihe inseparable lot of 
humanity in thi^ world ; and therefore to that Church alon e, agree- 
ably to her own pretensions, we must appeal in this instance, as the 
infallible test of truth. " For," says Mr. Builer, " it is moit true, 
" that Roman Catholics believe the doclrines of their Church to be 
" unchangeable : and that it is a tenet of their creed, that What their 
"faith ever has been, such it was from the beginning, such it now is, 
" and such it ever will be."' 

"And which their Church condemns," etc.] What " their Church 
" condemns as errors and abuses" will be immediately seen, by allow- 
ing that Church to speak for herself. 

" That they hold no religious principles," etc.] All this is asserted 
in the absence of positive proof: at least, neither this, nor any former 
Declaration affords any ; — 

1. That there is nothing in the religious principles of the Ro- 



t ' What that maxim is, is particularly stated in a subsequent page of 
* these Remarks. 

■I * Book of the Romau Catholic Church, Edit. 2. page 9. See also th" 
Appendix, No. II, etc. 



teacAri^^iQ^^giDeihat^e iscfe^popaiblc^fcMr^^erv absurd opinion 
enteitiiiBecl, andJor evevy ad of sup^ri^tition penormed^ by eYerjr 
indiiridual who bears the name of Catnolic* 

.--^:«.i '.■■■;•,•*»:•.•■■.. 
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We hope that all who are animated with a love of truth| and with 
sentiments of Christian charity, will be disposed willingly to listen to 
the sincere declarations of their Catholic fellow-countrymen ; and 
will never impute to their religion principles or practices, which, as 
Catholics, they do not hold or observe, and which their Church con- 
demns as errors or abuses. 

In this hope and persuasion, the British Catholics have made 
repeated declarations of their religious doctrines ; and have sliowui 
they trust to the satisfaction of all who have paid attention to them, — 
that they hold no religious principles, and entertain no opinions flowing 
from those principles, that are not perfectly consistent with the sacred 
duties, which, as Christians^ they owe to Almighty God; with the 
civH duties, which, as subjects, they owe to their sovereign, and the 



eitnpiiatj m 



man Church, which is inconeistent witli the purity and eitnpiidtj s 
the Gospel of Christ ; and llierefore, with the lacred duties, which, as 
Christians, they owe to GOD :— 

II. That there is nothing in them, ^vhich allribute^ an ecclesiat- 
tical supremacy to the Bishop of Rome over the Romanists of the 
United Kingdom, to the evident derogation from the prerogative of 
their sovereign, who is expressly declared, by the very constitution 
of the land, to be the Supreme head of the Church as well as the 
State; and over all persons, and m all causes, ecclesiastical as well 
as civil, within his dominions, supreme: and 

HI. That there is nothing in Iheni, which uncharitably excludes 
from the pale of salvation, and from the reciprocal exercise of the 
social duties, all those who do not hold and profess them. 

How far all this is capable of proof, by direct reference to these 
principles themselves, will appear by what follows. 

" The numerous and uniform Expositions," etc.] One uniform 
object of these Expositions and Declarations, as far as they have been 
intended to attract the attention of the Protestants of the United 
Kingdom, has manifestly been, — to conceal from their view all the 
more hideous parts of the Romish system — its Papal supremacy, — 
its intolerant and persecuting spirit, — its assumption to itself of ex- 
clusive salvation. — the degrading light, as heretics, in which alt those 
who difier from it in principle, are lo be regarded by all sincere and 
co/tsistenl Romanists, — that their Church (professing to be the Mo- 
ther and Mistress of all Churches) still professes to hold a supremacy 
over those who oppose themselves to her, so as, where circumstances 
may permit, to bring them to judgment, and extreme punishment, as 
in former times, when she actually reigned paramount. 

Another uniform object has no leas clearly been, to lull suspicion, 
by softening down, as far as possible, all those essential and irrecon- 
cileable di^erences, which obviously subsist between the principles 
and practices of the United Church of England and Ireland, as 
established by law, and those of the Church of' Rome: and insisting 
most particularly on those fundamental points of doctrine, in which, 
as Christian bodies, ikei/ must agree. 

And by these ingenious devices many liberally -minded Protestants 
among us, — many, from whose eminent attainments in general know- 
ledge better things were to have been expected — have been egre- 
giously duped and ensnared.' 

How far the present Declaration may differ from its predecessors 
in these respects, remains to be seen. 

" But they have lo regret, that some grievous misconceptions," etc.] 

If such " nnsconceptions are, unhappily, still found to exist," it is 

I uow high time that ihey should be removed, by an appeal to the most 
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confttkuted civil government of tbc«r country ; and with all die social 
dutiesy which^ as citizens, they owe to their fellow-subjects, whatever 
may be their religious creed. 



They bad flattered themselves^ that the numerous and uniform 
expositions of their religious doctrines, given in public professions of 
the Catholic faith', in Catholic Catechisms, . in various authentic 
documents, and in declarations confirmed by their solemn oaths^ 
would have abundantly sufficed to correct all misrepresentation of 
their real tenets. 



But they have to regret, that some grievous inisconceptiooi^ 
regarding certain points of Catholic doctrine, are, unhappily, still 
found to exist in the minds of many, whose good opinion they valne^ 
and whose good-will they wish to conciliate. To their grief they 
bear^ tbat, notwithstanding all their declarations to the contrary^ they 
are still exhibited to the public as men holding the most erroneous, 
unscriptural, and unreasonable doctrines-^grounding their faith on 
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uBdeniable aulhoritj. I shall therefore cite, on the present occa-n. 



aion. 



The Creed of Pope Vius /F. 

" This celebrated symbol of the Catholic failb," saj's Mr. Butler, 
" was published by His Holiness in 15fi4, in the form of a Bull, 
"addressed to all the faithfulin Christ. It was immediately received 
" throughout the Universal Church;^ and, since that lime, has ever 
" been considered, in every part of the world, as an accurate and 
" explicit summary of the Roman Catholic faith. No n- catholics, on 
" their admission into the Catholic Church, publicly repeal, and testify 
" their assent to it, without restriction or qualification. It is expressed 
" in the following terms : — 

" • I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
" ' and earth, and of all things visible and invisible ; 

" ' And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
" 'and (born) begotten of the Father before all ages ; God of God ; 
'" Lightof Light; (rue God of true Godj begotten not made ; con- 
"'substantial with the Father ; by whom all things were made; who, 
'''for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 
" ' incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
" ' man ; was cruci6ed also under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was 
" ' buried, and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
'"ascended into heaven; sits at the right-hand of the Father; and will 
" ' come again, with glory, to Judge the living and (he dead, of whose 
<' ' kingdom (here will be no cud ; 

" ' And in (he Holy Ghost, ihc Lord and Life-giver, who proceeds 
" ' from the Father and the Son; who, together with the Father and ^le 
" ' Son, is adored and glorified ; who spake by the prophets ; 

" ' And one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
'-■ '" 1 confess one baptism for the remission of sins; and I expect 
'* ' the resurrection of the body, and the life of (he world to come. 

' So far the Nieene Creed, which Pius IV, has incorporated with 
this confession of faith, and which ought indeed to he thoroughly 

I 'ireceived and beheved, because all its articles may be proved by most 

1 , Certain warrants of Holy Scripture.* 

[^' But (he same thing can by no means be said with truth, of those 

L tidditionat articles of the Konian faith vhich follow; and which I 



' Then it is implied, that all who do not receive, or profess thei 
■ Mdsent to, this Creed, " without restriction or qualification," form i 
^pirt of the Universal Church of Clirist ! 
^' ' Eighth Article of Religion. 
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haman avlharity, and not on the Word of God — as enemies to the 
circulation and to the reading of the Holy Scriptures — as guilty of 
idolatry in the sacrifce of the Masis, in fAe adoration (as it is called) 
of the Virgin Mary, and in the worship of the sainh, and of the 
images of Christ and of the saints — and as guilty of superstition, 
in invoking the saints, and in praying for the souls in purgnton/ — as 
tuurpittg the divine power of forgiving sins, and imposing the yoke of 
confession on the people — as giving leave to commit sin by indulgen- 
ces — as despising the obligation of an oath—as dividing their al- 
legiance between the King and the Pope — as claiming the properly 
iff the Church Establishment — as holding the uncharitable doctrine of 
exclusive salvation — and as maintaining thai faith is not to be kept 
V)ilh heretics.' 



' Particular Observations on this Paragraph. 

" Notwithstanding all iheir declarations to the contrary," their oiea 
Creed "Etill exhibits them to the public, as holding the most erroneout, 
" unscripluraf, and unreasonable doctrines," or, at least, those, which 
thru themselves Have here denominated such : a.s, for enample : — 

First,— that they " ground iheir faith on human aathority," in 
many points, and not on " the Word of GOD." All those parts of this 
famous Creed, which follow the part which is commonly called the 
Nicene Creed, afford Buflicient evidence of this. It is difficult, indeed, 
not to perceive, in this compendium of the Roman faith, how far human 
authority is allowed to preponderate over that which is divine: for 
" apostolical and ecclesiastical traditions," as they are called, " and all 
" other constitutions and observances of that Church," are placed, in the 
order of precedency, before fAe Holy Scriptures : a.ad it is only after 
iheyhuve hail all possible honour done them, that the Romanist is taught 
to say, — " laboadmit the Holy Scriptures ;" as if he were to consider 
himself as conferring a favour upon their divine Author, by so doing ! 
But, aflif even (Ai's were loo much, the arfroiMion is immediately qualified 
by the restriction, that it be only " according to the sense which the 
" Holy Mother Church has held, and does hold:" the manifest conse- 
quences of which have been, that she teaches for " doctrines the com- 
" tnandments of men," and "makes," in many instances, " ike Word of 
" God ofnone effect through her tradilions." See Articles I. and II, 
■'■It must be observed, however, that there is some want of precision in 
the ta-ms in which this charge is preferred in the Preamble above re- 
ciled. They are far too comprehensive ; and might give to an unwary 
and inexperienced reader some reason for supposing that the Church of 
Rome is accused of " grounding her whole faith on human authority, 
" and nol on the Word of GOD" This, how implicitly soever her 
members may ground their faith on her authority, is by no means the 
case with her; nor do I know that it has ever been asserted by Pro- 
testants to be so. On the contrary, there are certainly some doctrines 
of her creed which are fonnded upon Holy Writ, and in which all «iii- 
cere and well-informed Christians will cordially agree with her. And to 
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shall mark with Roman numeraU, for the sake of dislinction ani 
reference ; — 

I. '' ' 1 most tirmly admit and embrace apostolical and ecclesiastical 
" 'traditions, and all other conslitutioits and observances o( the same 

II. "' I also admit the sacred Scriptures, according to the sense 
" ' which the Holy Mother Church has held and does hold, to whom it 
" ' belongs to judge of the true sense and interpretation of [he Holy 
'"Scriptures; nor will 1 ever take or interpret them otherwise, than 
" ' according to the unanimous consent of the Fathers.'^ 

III. " ' i profess also, that there are truly and properly seven sa- 
" ' craments of the New Law, instituted by Christ Jesus our Lord,* 
" ' and for the salvation of mankind, though all are not necessary for 
" 'everi/ one; viz. Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Ex- 
'"treme Unction, Order, and Matrimony, and thai they confer 
"'grace; and of these Baptism, Confirmation, and Order, cannot 
" ' be reiterated without sacrilege. 

IV. '"I also receive and admit the cereffjoHiei of the Catholic 
" ' Church, received and approved, in all the solemn administration of 
"'all the above-said sacraments. 

V. '"I receive and embrace all and every one of the things which 
" ' have been defined and declared in the Holy Council of Trent con- 
" * cerning Original Sin and Justification. 

VJ. " ' Iprofesslikewise, that in the Mass is offered to God a true, 
" 'proper, aaA propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead: and 
" ' that, ill the most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, there is truly, 
" ' really, and substantially the body and blood, together with the soul 
'"and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ i and ibat tliere is made a 
" 'conversion of the whole substance of the bread into the body, and of 
" ' (Ac whole substance of the mne into the blood : which conversion 
" ' the Catholic Church calls Transubstavtialion.* 
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' ' '* Of the same Church;"] that is, of (Ae Church o/Rome, assuming 
itself to be the " one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;" of which, 
ID truth, she is only a branch. See Article XII. 

'■ This clause, which is founded upon the presumed infallibility of 
the Roman Church in matters of faith, takes away all right and power, 
oi private judgment from the Christians attached to her communion ; 
and fully explains the reason, why she will in no wise consent that the 
Holy Scriptures should be circulated among them, without her own 
glosses, or authorized annotations, annexed. 

' Baptism and the Lord's Supper were certainly Sacraments of the 
Christian Church from the very first, because they were ordained by 
Christ himself: but where will the Romanist find, that he instituted 
any of the rest; or that they have " any visible sign, or ceremony, 
■■ -dainedof GODT 

See the remarks on Sections I. and IV. of this Declaration, where 
ibject is illustrated in every requisite point of view. 




distinguisli these from the rest, which faa.ve not tlie same claim to divine 
authority, is one object of the present Remarks. 

Secondly,— that they are " enemies to the circulation and to the 
" reading ot the Holy Scrijilures." Their aversion from the general 
circulation and reading of the Sacred Writings, is llie natural conse- 
quence of a fear, lest they should not be admitted " according to Ihe 
" sense" insisted on by iheir Church, And we have an eTet-memorable 
illustralion of the truth of this, in a public Act of the late Pope Pius 
VII. In his Bull against Bible Societies, issued from Rome, June 
29th, 1816, to the archbishop of Gnezn, primate of Poland, he says to 
that preJaie : " The general good imperiously requires us to cutnbine all 
*' our means and energies to frustrate the plans which are prepared by 
" its enemies for the deslruclion of our ntoH holy religion ; whence it 
" becomes an episcopal duty, ihat you first of all expose the wicked- 
" ness of this nefarious scheme, and openly publish the same, according 
" to the Rules prescribed by the Church ; namely — ' That Bibles, 
" 'printed by Heretics, are numbered among other pbohibited 
" ' books by the Rules of the Index No. II. and III. ; /or il is evident 
" 'from experience, that the Holy Scbiptures, when circulated in the 
" ' VULGAR tongue, hovE, through the temerity of men, produced 
" ' more harm than benefit.' " See the translation of the whole of 
this Bull in the Annual Register for 1817. 

But the question here may naturally be asked — Who those persons 
are, who, in the summary language of the Church of Rome, are de- 
nominated " Heretics ?" " The Catechism of the Council of Trent," 
— a work of first-rate authority — shall supply the answer: — " He is 
" to be called a Heretic, who, having disregarded the authority of 
" the Church, defends impious opinions with a pertinacious mind." * 
TKe CAurcAjhere spoken of, is the Church of Rome: the opinions, Eaid 
to be impious, are such as she has condemned. Whoever entertains suck 
opinions, does it in opposition to her authority: and if he perjwf in 
doing 90, notwithstanding the means made use of to reduce him to obe- 
dience, he is then pronounced a Heretic. It follows of course, from 
this definition, that PaoTEST^UTs of every denomination, are, by the 
Church of Rome, regarded as Heretics. And this should afford a 
useful lesson to them all. 

Thirdly, — that they are " guilty of idolatry in the sacrifice of the 
" Mass," etc. That the Romanists are guilty of idolatry in a vast variety 
of instances, is clearly proved from Articles IX. and X. of the Creed 
now cited. t Indeed, so repugnant have the principles and practices of 
the Roman Church been, upon this point, to the plain and authoritative 
language of Scripture, that she has presumed to omit the second Com- 
mandment of the Decalogue in many of her books of instruction ; and, 
in order to preserve the number of the Commandments complete, has 
divided the tenth into twol See Bishop Stilliugfieefa Works, Vol. vi. 
page 572. where instances of this are produced, 

* " Hscreticus dicenduH est . . . qui, ecclesiEe auctoritate neglecta, 
" impias opiniones pertinaci animo tuetur." — Catech. ad Parochos. 
t But see also, what is further said upon this subject under Section 

IV. of this Declaration. 



VII. " ' I confess also, thai, under either kind alone, whole and 
' * entire Christ, and a true Sacrament, is received. 

VIII. " ' I constaDll^ hold that there is a Purgatory ; and that the 
"souU detained therein are helped by the suffrages of the faithful. 

IX. " ' Likewise, that the saints, reigning together with Christ, are 
' ' to be honoured and invocated ; that tliey offer prayers to GOD 
"for us: and that their relics are to be venerated. 

X. " ' I moat firmlj assert, that the images of Christ, and of the 
' ' Mother of GOD ever-virgin, and also ol the other saints, are to 
' ' be had, and retained; and that due honour and veneration are to 
' ' be given them. 

XI. "' I also affirm that the power of indulgences was left bj 
' ' Christ in the Church, and that the use of them is most wholesome 
' ' to Christian people. 

XII. "'1 acknowledge the IIolii Catholic and Apostolical Roman 
' ' Church, the Mother and Mistress of all Churches; and I 
' 'promise and swear true obedience to the Roman Bishop, 
' ' the successor of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, and Ficar of 
* ' Jesus Christ.' 



' There never was a greater imposition upon the world, than that 
which is exhibited in the latter clause of this Article — the supreuact 
cftheBishop o/Rome. 

When did it take its rise ? On what foundation docs it stand ? 

It certainly had no existence so late as the latter end of the tixth, 
and thebeginning of the jEucnfA century : for, from the year £90 to the 
year 604, Gregokt I. sat in the chair of that see, — a man, on whom, 
for his magnanimity, and other eminent endowments, his own age, 
"bad every succeeding age, have concurred in bestowing the epithet of 
" THE Great ;" and who, by his own confession, was one of the last 
persons in the world to aspire to this supremacy. The zeal and ear- 

tnestness with which he protested against the ambition of John, the 
patriarch of Constaniioople, who in the year 5S6 had assumed the title 
of (Ecumenical ov Universal Bishop ; and the correspondence he carried 
en with that prelate, with the emperor Mauritius, and other persons of 
eminence, in relation to that subject, — are an evident proof how averse 
be himself was to such an invidious distinction. 
To look only to the style and substance of his correspondence with 
Oie Patriarch :— 
In one place he inquires : — " Whom do you imitate, in assuming that 
** haughty title ? Is it not him, who, swelling with pride, exalted him- 
" self above so many legions of angds, that were his equals ; that he 
^ might be subordinate to none, but that all might become subject to 
"him? The Apostle Peter was the first member of the Universal 
" Church. In respect to Paul, Andrew, and John, they were only the 
" heads of particular congregations; but a// were members of the Church 
" nnder one head, and none would ever be styled Universal." In ano- 
ther part of the same letter, he employed this argument :— " If none of 
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That they are also " guilty of superstilion in the invocation of saints ;" 
assuKting;, that they ate " reigning together with Christ" before their 
resurrection from ihe dead; and that " they offer praters to God for 
" «(,"and thus act the part oi medialon and advocates wilh GOD, (when 
the Holy Scriptures expressly assure us, that " there is one GOD, and 
" om Mediator between GOO and man, the Man Christ Jesus ;"• and 
that, " if any man sin, we have an Advocate wilh the Father, Jesus 
" Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins, "+)— the 
same Creed unequivocally proves, iti Article IX. This is literally what 
St, Paul calls (bibaaKoKla ^aifiovluty) " a doctrine of Demons, "j or of 
imaginary mediating intelligences. But the superstition does not ex- 
cuse the idolatry. 

That they are also guilty of the superstition of " praying for the 
" souls in purgatory," appears from Article VIIJ, The very existence 
of this stale was never formally asserted in the Church of Rome till the 
tatter end of the sixth century. § 

That they are likewise " guilty of superstition," if not of something 
worse, in " the sacrifice of the Mass," and " in the most Holy Sacra- 
" ment of the Eucharist," is evident from Articles VI. and VII. The 
doctrine of Transubstantiation, therein held forth, " cannot be proved 
" by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, 
" overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath given occasion t9 
" many supers titions."|) 

FouKTiiLY, — that they " usurp a divine power tn/orgioin^sin*," etc. 
Abelief in the power of ofiso/H/ton, to the extent to which the Church 
of Rome carries that doctrine, as also of the necessity of auricular con~ 
fission and penance to obtain it, — and indeed every other doctrine and 
practice of that Church, which is not particularly specified in this Creed, 
are summarily included in Article XIII. 

FisTHLY, — that " they give leave to commit sib by indulgences," la 
granling indulgences, they are certainly responsible for all the consc' 
gaences. " Tbepouter of indulgences" is affirmed in Article XI. And 
though it is there declared, that " the use of them is most wholesome to 
" Christian people," yet that they have a tendency to encourage men in 
the commission of sin, has had the attestation of the most extensive 
experience : but if this be the case, the tale of indulgenus becomes an 
indirect means of "giving leave to commit sin" 

Sixthly,— that they " despise the obligation of an Oath." How 
justly this has been urged against them, will appear from the following 

I, The seventeenth Canon of the Council of Clermont, held in the 
yeai 1095, under Urban II. prohibits bishops and priests from taking an 
oath of allegiance to Kings, or any other lay ruler ;^ thus confining 
all their allegiance to the Pope, 

And an instance of the efficacy of this Canon, which will ever stand 

• 1 Tim. ii. 5. + 1 John ii. 1, 2. J 1 Tim. iv. 1. 

^ See the Remarks on Section I. of this Declaration. 
II See the twenty-eighth Article of Religion, 

11 Du Pin's Eccles. Hist. vol. ix. c, 6. p. 74. and Labbe et Coasart. 
de Concil. Carolomont. 
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XIII, '"I also profess, and undoubtedly receive, atlolRei'tSiiigs 
"'deUvered, defined, and declared, by the lacred caiwia, and general 
"'councils, and, parlicubrly, by the Holy Council of Trent; and, 
*" likewiie, 1 aho cotidem/t, reject, and anathematize,' all things 



" ths AjHutles would be called Universal, what will you have to answer 
" for at the last day, to Christ, the Head of the Church Universal— ;y(»u, 
" who, by arrogating that title, labour to subject all his members to 
" youraelfT" And he proceeds, at last, to'express his melancholy antici- 
pation of the consequences ; — " But this is the time which Christ him- 
" self foretold. The earth ia now laid waste, and destroyed with the 
" plague and with the sword: all things that have been predicted are 
"now under accomplishment: the king of pride is at hand; and, 
" I dread to say it, an army of prients is prepared for him : for they, 
" who were chosen to point out to others the way of humiUty and 
" meekness, are themselves now become the slaves of pride and am- 

Thus did the Roman prelate inveigh against the assumption of 
SFPHEMAcy by the patriarch of Constantinople : thus forcibly did he 
«tale his apprehensions, that the appearance of " (Ae king of pride," 
with the most dismal calamities in his train, might bejustly and speedily 
expected. 

The Papal supremact, as applied to Rome, had therefore no exist- 
ence in his days. It is the fabrication of a still more dark and perverted 
period : and this is a FACT, of which Protestants should never lose sight. 
' As this is the first time that the term Anathema, or any derivative 
from it, occurs in this series of Remarks (for the " Declaration," fyr 
obvious reasons, studiously abstains from the use of it altogether), I shall 
g^ve the definition which the Romaniati thenuelvei have afforded of it, 
lit their own mords. In the Rhemish Translation of the New Testa- 
ment, Edit. 1633, on Rom. ix. 3. there is the following note : — " Aka- 
" THEUA, by the use of Scripture, is either that, which, by separaiion 
" from profane use, and dedication to GOD, is holy, dreadful, and not 
" Tulgarly to be touched; or, contrariwise, that which is rejected, 
" severed, and abandoned from GOD, as cursed and detested, and there- 

" fore is to be avoided." " The CaoRCH and Holy Councils 

" use the word for a curse and excommunication against Heretics, 
" and OTBER notorious offenders and blasphemers." 

Again, in the Douay Translation of the Old Testament, printed at 

Edinburgh in 1805, I find the following still more concise explanation, 

but to the same effect: — Joshua, vi. 17. >" An Anathema ia a ihiog 

" accursed, and denoted to utter destruction." Such is the sena« in 

[ 'which the term Anathema was formerly applied by Popes and Councils, 

I to all who dared to oppose the authority of the Chl/rch of Rome: 

I auch is the sense, in which it is STILL applied lo the Protestakts 

I of this United Kinbdou. The power is the only thing wanting to 

I enforce it. 

' Gregorii Epist. lib. iv. Ep. 36. Du Pin, Ecclea. Hist. voL v, p. 67 
I 73. Edit. 1693. See also the Appendix, No. IL and IV. 
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upon record in the history of this country, and should never be forgotten, 
occurred in the reign of James I. While the nation was recovering 
itself from the horror which the Gunpowder- treason Plot had excited, 
the parliament seriously applied theraselres to prevent the further de- 
BighB of the Popish recusants : and for the more easy discovery of such 
persons, the two bouses agreed to draw up an oath, which all 'subjects, 
without exception, should be obliged to take. This oath was called the 
oath of allegiance. " Accordingly," says Rapin, " most of the English 
" C&tholics, with the arch-priest Blackwel their superior, made no scruple 
" to comply with it ;" for it contained nothing repugnant to the essential 
articles of the Romish faith, and concerned only the unlimited power 
which was by some ascribed to the Pope. " Nay, when Urban 
" Fill, sent them a brief, dated October 3J, 1606, forbidding them to 
" take this oath* they thought the brief was forged by their enemies, to 
" draw them into a non-compliance. £ul the Pope spoke more fully the 
" next year, and hy a second brief pLiinly told them, if they took the 

"oath, they FOftFElTED ALL HOPES OF SALVATION. At the Sam C 

" time. Cardinal Bellarmine, under the feigned name of Tortus, wrote 
" a book against this oath, and a letter to the arch-priest Blackwel, to 
" admonish him to repent ; as if, in taking the oath, he had commitled 
" THE MOST HEINOUS OFFENCE." — Hist, of England, James I. Book 16. 

2. The sixteenth decree of the third general council of Lateran, held 
in 1179, by Pope Alexander IIIn prescribes, that " oaths, which contra- 
" yene the utility of the Church, and the constitutions of the Holy 
" Fathers, are not to be called oaths, but rather perjuries"^ Thus are 
the advantage and aggrandizement of the Church of Rome made the 
test of the validity of all the oatks which have any reference to her. 
And this raasim still further explains the grounds of the conduct of 
Urban VIII. in the instance just cited. 

This doctrine, however, had been no nottffti/ before this time in the 
Roman Church, Mosheim,t speaking of the /oiir(A century, says : — 
*' two monstrous errors were olinost universally adopted in this century ; 
** and became a source of innumerable calamities and mischiefs in suc- 
" ceeding ages. 

" The first of these maxims was, that it wss an act of virtue to deceive 

• " Non potestis, absque evidentiasima gravisaimaque divini honoris 
" injvria, obligare vos juramento, quod similiter maximo cum cordis 
*< nostii dolore audivimus propositum vobis fuisse prccstandum, infra 
" script! tenoris; viz." [Here was inserted the oath of allegiance itself, 
translated into Latin.] " Qua cum ita sint, vobis, ex verbis ipsia 
" perspicuum ease debet, quod hujusmodi juramentum, salva fide Ca- 
" tholica, et salute animarum vestrarum, preestari non potest, cum multa 
*' coniineat quse fidei et aaluti aperte adversantur." — Extracted from . 
thcBrief of Urban VIII. bearing date at Rome, x. Calend. Octob. 1606, 
the second year of his pontificate. .', 

t *'Nonenimdicendasuntjur(imen(a, sed potinspfijurta, quee contra '~_ 
" ulilitattm ecclesiasiieam, et sanctorum Patrum veniunt inaHtuta. 
Labbe et Cossart. Concil. Lateran. IIL Decret, 16. 

1 Eccles. Hist. Cent. IV. par. 2. c. 3. ^ 16. 
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"'contrary thereto, and a/l heresies whatsoever, eondeiil 
'" anathematized by the Church. 

XIV. "' This (Hie Catholic Faith, out of which none can be 
" ' saved, which I now freely profess, and truly hold, I, N. promise, 
'"vow, and swear most conslanlly tohold and profess, the same whole 
" ' and entire, with God's assistance, to the end of my life. Amen.' " 

Thus far 1 have followed Mr. Butler's Version, or rather transcript 
of the late Dr. Challoner's Version, of this famous Creed, word for 
word : but there is an additional, and concluding part of the original, 
the translation of which is entirely omitted ; and the omission of which 
was first pointed out by Mr. Blanco White in " The New Times" 
newspaper of the 5th of April, 1825. This is contained in the follow- 
ing terms: — 

XV. " Alque a meis subditis, vel illis quorum cura ad me in 
" munere meo spectabit, teneri, doceri, et prtcdicari, quantum in me 
" erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo, ac juro :" which may 
be thus rendered : — 

" And I, the same N. do promise, tow, and strear, that I will take 
" care, as much as shall be in my power, that it (that is, ' This true 
" ' Catholic faith') beheld, taught, and preached,hy those placed 
" under me, or those, the charge of whom shall devolve on me, by 
" virtue of my office." 

This omission is the mure remarkable, because the words, " Ego 
"idem N. spondeo, voveo, ac juro," the translation of which occurs 
properly in the former part of the sentence (at No. XIV.), are 
iAe very /as( words of the latter part of the same sentence (at No. 
XV.); and therefore the translation of those words of the original 
printed in Italics, must have been omitted by design.' 

Whatever that design was, Mr, Butler has effectually cleared him- 
self from all participation in it. That gentleman says : — 

" My copy of the Creed is a transcription of that which the late Dr. 
" Challoner prefixed to his ' Grounds of the Catholic Doctrine, aa 
" ' conlained in the Profession of Faiih published by Pope Pius IV.' 
" — first published about fifty years ago, and now iu its 12th edition. 
" Dr. Challoner also has prefixed it to his edition of the Catholic 
" Prayer-book, entitled 'The whole Manual.' The words in question 
"' are omitted in both. An English version of the Profession of Faitb, 



' To render this matter the clearer, I here insert the whole of the ori- 
ginal passage, distinguishing in Italics the part omitted in Dr. Challoner's 
version : — " Hanc veram Calholicam fidera, extraquamnemo salvus esse 
" potest, quani in prcesenti sponte proliteor, et veraciter teneo, eandem 
" integram, et inviolatam, usque ad e«reraura vitee spatium constantis- 
" aime (Deo adjiivante) retinere el confiteri ; atque a meis subditit.vel 
" iltit quorum cura ad toe in munere meo speclabit, teneri, doceri^ at 
" prtedicari, quantum in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, 
" voveo, ac juro." But see Appendix, No. V. 
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" and lie, when, by those means, the interests of the Cliurch migbt bo 
" promoted ;" so that the third general council of Lateran only ex- 
tended this long-established dogma from deceiving and lying, to 
swearing. 

" And the second equally horrible, though in another point of view, 
" was, that errors in religion, when maintained and adhered to after 
" proper admonition, were punishable with cinil penalties, and corporal 
" tortures." 

Thus, ID the infallible, and unchanging, and unchangeable Church of 
Rome, pious fraud and persecution have gone on hand in hand, from 
the fourth cenlury to the present time; the former foisting gradually in 
all the ridiculous fables, the fictitious prodigies,' and unwarrantable 
doclrineG, by which the genuine face of Christianity in that Church is 
concealed; and the ^tfer enfocciog these inventions upon the people, 
by the means of bodily torture, the most terrible of deaths, and the 
threatened exclusion from salvation in the world that is to come ! 

What a merit, then, must there not be, in hoodwinking the Aone»(, 
liberal, and unsuspecting inhabitants of this Protestant country ! 

3. And the general council of Constance, in the year 1415, acted 
precisely upon the same principle, in the case of JohnHuss; who, 
though he had a safe conduct granted to him by the Emperor Sigismond, 
wherein it was expressly promised that he might go freely to the 
council, and that nothing should be attempted against his person to 
prevent hisyree/j/ returning from it, — was, nevertheless, there imprisoned ; 
and, after process for heresy, condenired, and burnt to death. Thus 
the council violated the safe conduct of the emperor. And then they 
passed a decree, in justification of their conduct, which exhibited the 
most practical proof possible, that in the Roman Church, 710 faith it 
to be kept with Heretics; and chat the most solemn obligations, in 
respect to them, can be of no avail.\ This decree was passed in their 
nineteenth session. 

4. Besides, the history of Europe, for many ages past, will declare, 
hour very little the Popes, ihe heads of the Church of Rome, themselves, 
when their dominion was at its greatest height, and even since it began 
to decline, have regarded the oaths if allegiance and fidelity, by which 
subjects have bound themselves to their sovereigns. And, with respect 
to our own country in particular, (besides the conduct of Urban VIII. 
already adduced) is it not notorious, that Pius V. in the year 1569, and 
after the close of the Council of Trent, issued his famous Bull, " Reg- 

• Kor' ivipyttav roD Sarava . . . . iv rfpaai \i/£i}>ovs : " according to 
" the internal working of Satan .... with wonders of imposture." — 
2 Thess. ii. 9. 

t " Nee aliqua sibi fides aut promissio, de jure natural!, divino, et 
" humano, fuerit in preejudicium Catholica Fidei observanda." Lenfant, 
t. i. p. 491. See also upon this interesting subject, the continuation of 
Cardinal Baronius's Annales, by Raynaldus, torn. viii. p. 429. Edit, 1 751 . 
The form of the decree itself may be seen in Labbe et Cossart. Concll. 
Constant. Sess. 19. 
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** with the same omission, is also inserted in the ' Ordo jidministrandi 
** * Sacramenta,* published under the sanction of the Catholic Pre** 
^* LATES in this country, for the use of the English Catholic 
" Mission*" ' 

But while Mr. Butler has completely cleared himself from the 
imputation of any design to deceive the British public, by the omission 
which has just been pointed out, he has most decisively fixed it upon 
those who are justly chargeable with it ;-— even upon Dr. Challoner, 
and upon ^' the Vicars Apostolical, and their coadjutors, in Great 
'* Britain :*' for he says : — 

'' lam not apprised of any edition of the original, or of any version 
** of it, except Dr. Challoner^s, and the edition of the * Ordo/ 
** published under the sanction of the Catholic prelates io this 
*' country, from which it is absent*" 

Nay, so completely had Mr. Butler himself been kept in ignorance 
of the very existence of this clause in the Creed of Pope Pius IV .^ 
in consequence of its omission by these high authorities, that he ex* 
pressly subjoins : — *' Had I been apprised o( the insertion of it in 
** the original, [ certainly should have given it its proper place, in the 
*^ translation of it which I prefixed to the Book of the Roman Catholic 
" Church." * 

Here then we have a plain proof, (of what, I believe, will appear 
more than once in the course of this Declaration) that ^^ the most 
** sacred materials are not spared" when it may promote the interest 
of the Roman Church to mutilate or suppress any particular por- 
tions of the authorities to which she refers. 

Here is a part of her own most solemn profession of faith, with- 
drawn from its proper place, and put wholly out of sight, ^in order 
that the British public may remain in entire ignorance of that indis' 
pensableduty o/'Proselytism, which is enforced by her infallible 
authority, under the three-fold obligation of vl promise, vow, and oath ! 

And the part, which is of such importance, both Jo the Romanist, 
for the quickening of his zeal, and to the Protestant, by way of pre- 
caution, has been withdrawn, and concealed from view, by or under 
the sanction of those very persons whom Christian charity would the 
least suspect of being capable of such imposition,— even Dr. Chal- 
LONER, and " the Catholic Prelates in this country," who are 
at the head of "Me English Catholic Mission !" 

But is the part thus omitted from the Creed of Pius IV. so entirely 
lost sight of in this country, as to have become literally '' a dead 
" letter," never to be called into use f Far from it. Upon this subject 
let us again advert to Mr. Butler's explanation : — 



* Mr. Butler's Vindication of the Book of the Roman Catholic Church, 
page 28. 

* Ibid, page 29. 
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*' nang in Exeelsii, ttc." against Queen Elizabeth, deposing her, placing 
her kingdom under an interdict, and absolving her subjects from their 
allegiance? Happily, though the power of enforcing all this was at 
that time departed; yet the Bull itself sufficiently shows, what would 
have been the consequences, had that power remained. 

What conclusion, then, is to be drawn from all this, but the follow- 
ing? — That, if the bishops of Rome themselves hold all oalAs of alle- 
giance (except to themselves) in so little estimation; — if the general 
council of Constance has shown, that the most solemn engagements 
(eyen that of an emperor with one of his own subjects) can be violated 
by the Church of Rome, for the sake of entrapping and destroying a 
Heuetic; — if oaths, that contravene the advantage and authority of 
that Church, are declared by the third general council of Lateran to be 
rather ^er/wriet than oatks ; — and if the Council of Clermont decreed 
that eecleiiatlici should not take an oath of allegiance to kings, or any 
other LAY rulers ; — if, moreover, the Romanist pledges himself (in the 
Creed of Pins IV.) to " profess and undoubtedly receive all things 
" delivered, defined, and declared bt/ Ike saered canons, and general 
" couneiU, and particularly bi/ the Holy Council of Tqent ;" — then it 
necessarily follows, with regard to the consistent members of that 
Church, that " the obligation of an oath," in their transactions with a 
Protestant government, (that is, accordiug to their principles, with a 
government composed of HEaETics) could not be much to be depended 
upon. 

Seventhly, — that they "divide their allegiance between the King 
" and the Pope." So they are still exhibited ; and bo their own Creed 
represents them. For how can they truly profess undivided allegiance 
to the KiHU, as supreme head of the Church within his dominions; 
and over all persons, and in all causes, ecclesiastical as well as civil, 
therein supreme, as his prerogative justly requites, — who "promise 
" and swear true obedience to the Roman Bishop, the successor of St. 
•• Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Christ?" The 
assertion of the possibility of this is a contradiction in terms, and 
argues no small degree of mental reservation, at least, on the part of 
those who advance it.* In truth, the banns, which in this case are 
proposed for publication, must be forbidden : the parties are not, and 
cannot be, agreed. See Article XII. of their Creed; and the peculiar 
circumstances detailed under the last head. 

Upon this momentous subject, therefore, the masterly argument of 
the Earl of Liverpool, in his speech in the House of Lords on the 17th 
of May, 1825, will ever be deemed conclusive by all those who are 
in any degree acquainted with the genuine principles and spirit of 
popery. 

" The noble Lords opposite," said his Lordship, " maintained that it 
*• was fitting to grant the concessions demanded, because the Catholics 
" of this country and Ireland were entitled to enjoy equal rights and 
"immunities with their Protestant brethren: and upon this broad 

principle he was at issue with ihem. He admitted, that all subjects 
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' But see more on this subject in Sect. VIII. 



Sd REMARKS. 

'' Upon inquiry of those most likely to be well informed upon 
'^ the subject, of the probable cause of Dr. Challoner's omission of 
'' the passage in his editions of the Profession of Faith of Pius IV. 
'^ I understand, that the clause is always retained when the oath is 
*^ tendered to Priests, and always omitted when the oath is ten^ 
" dered to the Laity ; and that the latter {for till lately priests 
** were very seldom ordained in England) being of most frequent use 
'' in this country, Dr. Challoner naturally thought it was most proper 
" to publish the profession in thatform*^ 

Thus, as Mr. White has well observed. Dr. Challoner has gar- 
'' bled the most sacred document that ever issued from an authority 
** which he believed to be infallible and divine : and no human in- 
'' genuity can acquit him of having abetted a plan of indirect or nesa- 
** tive deception ; not to disclaim, but conceal or disguise, an im- 
portant part of his faith and duty ; not to free the Roman Catholic 
Laity from the obligation of promoting the exclusive sway of their 
'^ faith and Church system, but to keep that obligation in abeyance, 
** to cherish it in the bosoms and consciences of the clergy, ready 
*^ to be instilled into the minds of their spiritual subjects at the con- 
'^fessional, whenever they should have it in their power, by direct or 
*' indirect means, to forward the interests of popery.'* ' 

And, as '* the ' Ordo Administrandi Sacramenta/ published under 
'' the sanction of the Catholic Bishops in this country/' has 
continued the same scheme of deception to the present time, therefore 
they also are evidently implicated in the same intention to deceive. 
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* Letter to Charles Butler, Esq. 1826. p. 29. 
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" in a free slate were enlitled to the enjoyment of equal righta upon 
" equai conditions ; but then, the qualification of that principle in the 
" case of the Catholics was clear: the Catholics, who demanded these 
" eqwal rights, did not afford equal conditions. The difference was 
" this : — the Protestant gave an entire allegiance to his sovereign ; the 
•* Catholic a divided one: the service of the forraer was complete; 
" that of the latter only qualified: and, unless it could be proved that 
*' the man who worked for half a day was enlitled to as much wages 
" as the man who worked the whole day, or, in other words, that the 
" half was equal to the whole, he could not admit that the Roman 
" Catholic, whose allegiance was divided between a spiritual and a 
" temporal master, was entitled to the enjoyment of the same civil 
" rights and privileges as the ProlGstant, whose allegiance was un- 
" divided, and who acknowledged but one ruler." — ^Extracted from the 
Report of the Speech in the Annual Register for 1825. 

Eighthly, — that they " hold ihe uncharitable doctrine of exclusive 
" salvation." This appears most fully from Article XIV. wherein they 
assert, that the Creed before recited contains " the true Cathoi-ic faith, 
" out of tpAicA NONE can 6e saved;" and "promise, vow, and swear, 
" most constantly to hold and profess the same, to the end of their 



Ninthly, — that they " 
" went." To augment a; 
against any infringement u 
of Rome, were the subjec 
former times ; and thes 



n the property of the Church establish- 

> much as possible, and to guard equally 
ion the revenues and property of the Church 
s of many of her decrees and canons in 
mid therefore be generally acted upon at 
the present time, if circumstances should permit. This claim therefore 
follows of course, if their other claims be conceded, if all the safe- 
guards of the British Constitution are to be withdrawn, and they are to 
be freely admitted to political power. We have seen, that the emolu- 
ment and aggrandizement of their Church effectually supersede the 
obligation even of oa(As ; much more then would they absorb the in- 
fluence of every minor consideration. 

And, LASTLy, — that they " maintain that faith is not to be kept 
with Heretics." The decree of the council of Constance lo this effect 
has never been repealed, or formally disavowed by any competent au- 
thority; and it is therefore still in force, to be acted upon as circum- 
stances may permit. This appears from Arlicle Xlli. 

Thus, in their own Creed, and in the authorities for which it vouches, 
and which the Romanists profess to receive, we have discovered ample 
proofs of the TRUTH of all those allegattons of which the Roman 
prelates so much complain in this Declaration; and which they them- 
selves, with great inconsisfeacy certainly, as if they were ignorant of the 
principles of their own religion, have stigmatized, as imputing to them 
" the most erroneous, unscriptural, and unreasonable doctrines." 'Ek 
Tou oTOftaTos aov kpiyiu at, irovjipi hoi/Xc. Luke xix. %2. 
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" Pf hick have no connexion with civil or social duties," etc."] 
then these doctrines of the ttonnish Creed, — that ''there is «o sal- 
" vATiOK " out of that " true and Catholic faith " therein taught, 
(Art. XIV.) which converts proseiiftism into a work of Christian 
necessity, and persecution itself into an imperious duty ; — that " aii 
" things delivered, defined, and declared by the sacred canons. Mid 
"general councils, and, particularly, bj the Holy Council ofTti em, 
" are to be professed and undoubtedly received," (Art. XIII.) — and, 
consequently, that " bishops and priests" cannot lawfully " take an 
" oath of allegiance to kings, or any other temporal princes;" (page 
15. No. 1.)— that " no faith is to be kept with heretics ;" (pa^ 19. 
No. 3.) — that " oaths, which oppose the ecclesiastical utility and 
" Jurisdiction" of Rome, " are to be pronounced perjuries rather than 
" oaths;" (page 17- No. 2.) — that " all things, contrary to these" 
and all the other dogmata of that Church, are to be " condemned, 
" rejected, aud anathematized;" (An. XIII.)— and further, as we 
may perceive by the article that has been of late years surreptitioustj' 
withdrawn from the Creed, — that it is the indispensable duty of 
Romanists placed in situations of influence and authority, under the 
soteoin pledge of a promise, now, and oalh, (" spondeo, voveo, ac 
"Juro") " to lake care, as much as in them lies, that this true Ca- 
" TROt-ic faith shall be held, taught, and preached by thoseplaced 
" under them, or those of whom they have the charge, by virtue of 
" their office ;" (Ari. XV,) — have these doctrines no connexion with 
civil or social duties? Are these docUinea purely religious? Yet Ihey 
are ealablished against them by the very Cbeed they profess: nor can 
they hy any casuistry get rid of thcoi, so long as they pronounce 
themselves to be " Catholics." 

" Would first learu from Catholics themselves," etc.] DoubUess, 
they wish this. But, in referring to their Creed, and to their sacred 
canom and general councils, we have recourse to \.\ic fountain-head, 
from which " the Catholics themaelves" draw, or profess to draw, 
^1 " their real doctrines." And here we obtain them in their greatest 
purity, ami unadulterated by any mixture of sophism or misrepresen- 
tation ; which is un(|uestionab[y a great advantage. " The burnt 
child dreads the tire." 
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" j^nd the advancement of religion," etc.] Query, what reli- 
gion ? The Romish religion : for the Church of Romb acknow- 
ledges and tolerates no other, As to the advancement oi charity 
in this case, that is entirely out of the ijuesliou, except it be of that 
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We are at a Iom to conceive, why the holding of certain religima 
doctrines, which have no connexion with civil or social duties,— 
whether those doctrines are taken in the sense in which (hey are uiis- 
conglrued by olhera, or in the sense in which they are untt'armly 
understood by Catholics, — should be made a subject of crimination 
against British Catholics, by those wlio assume to themselves liberty 
of thinking what they please, in matters of religious belief. It is 
difficult to understand, why doctrines purely religious, and in no wise 
affecting the duties \\hich Catholics owe to their sovereign or to civil 
societi/, should be brought forward at all, when the question relates 
only to civil rights and privileges, which ihey cuiim as Britigl) 
subjects. 



It is much to be wished, that ihoie who declaim against what they 
call the errors and superstitions of Popery would lirst learn from 
Catholics theniselvef, by inquiry, what their real doctrines are, on the 
points above alluded to; and in what sense Catholics understand ibe 
terms by which their doctrines are expressed. 'I'hey would find 
perhaps, that they had hitherto been contending, not against the 
Catholic faith, bnt against the fictions of their own imaginations, or 
against their own misconceptions of the language of the Catholic 
Church. 

Though we might refer to former expositions of the faith of Ca- 
tholics, w bich we deem amply sufficient to correct the misconceptiom, 
and to refute the misrepresentations of our doctrines ; yet, it having 
been stated to us, that by publbliing, at the present time, a plain ai^ 
correct declaration of our real tenets on those points which are Btill 
misrepresented or misconceived, a better understanding may be 
established among his majesty's subjects, and the advancement of 
religion and charity may be effected ; hence we, the undersigned 
Catholic Bishops, the Vicars Apostolic and their coadjutors in Great 
Britain, have thought it our duty to publish tlie following Declaration, 
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" burning charily," which this Churcli was so much in tbe-i 
dispensing, when she possessed ihe power of doing so. 



SECTION I. 




" The doclrinei of the Catholic Church," etc.] What the doclrines 
of the ifoman Church are, has been already made generally to ap- 
pear, from her own Creed or " arlicies of belief ;" (hererore here 
there can be no misrepresentation. 

" Which are revealed by Almighty God^'l This is a bold atser- 
tian : then, JI seems, — 

I.— That Almighty GOD revealed the doctrine of Transtjb- 
STANTiATlON (Articles VI. and V 11.) which is of snch essential im- 
portance in the Roman system, and ihe denial of which was the 
means of bringing so many persons to the stake, in this country, '\a 
former times. But even so late as the fe»2A century, there were no 
settled opinions upon this subject in the Church of Rome.' In the 
jear 831, Pascasius Kadbert, a monk, and afterwards abbot of 
Corbey, published a treatise " concerning the sacrament of the body 
" and blood of Christ ;" and in 845, another edition of it, revised with 
care, and greatly enlarged; the doctrine of which amounted to the 
two following propositions :— 

First, that, after the consecration of the bread and wine in the 
Lord's Supper, nothing remained but the outward Jigure, under 
which the body and blood of Christ were really and locally present: 
and, 

Secondly, that the body of Christ, thus present in the IDucharist, 
was the same body that was born oftlie Firgin Mary, that suffered 
upon the cross, and was raised from the dead. 

This doctrine then was new, and, as might have been expected, 
excited the astonishment of many. It was therefore no sooner 
broached, than it was opposed with vigour by Kabanus, AIaurus, 
Hebibald, and o(/fer,( ; but more especially by the famous Ka- 
TRAMN aud Johannes Scotuh, whom the Emperor Charles 
' e Bald ordered to draw up a clear and rational explication of that 
important doctrine, which Radbert seemed to have so egregtousfy 
corrupted. Thus were the most celebrated writers of that age, in the 
Roman Church, engaged in combating this new and monstrous doc- 
trine. Whence it appears, that, as yet, so far from there being in IhSt 
Church any fied or universally-received opinion concerning the 



' Mosheim's Eccles. Hist. Cent. IX. par. 2. c. 3. 4 19, 30. and 
Cent, 3t pBr. 2. c. 3. % 2. Du Pin's Eccles. Hist. Vol. 7.'c. 7. p. 69. 



in die hope that it will be received b; all who read it with (he lame 
lore of truth, and the stiine good-will, with which it is given. 



SECTION J. 



On the General Character of the Doclrinei of Faith professed by 

the Catholic Church. 

The doctrines of the Catholic Church are often characterized as 
erroneous, unscriplural, and unreasonable. 



All those doctrines, and only those doctrines, are articles of Ciilho- 
lie faith, which are revealed by Almighty GOO.' 



' There is one general and introductory observation resulting from this 
and ihe two following Sections, wliich, to prevent misunderstanding, is 
very important in this place; namely — 

That the Church of Rome claims the same implicit btUeffor what she 
itylei her " Apostolical and Ecclesiastical Traditions," as she 
claims for the Holt Scriptures themselves ; and that the whole sys- 
tem of reasoning (if such it may be called) in these Sections is founded 
opon this principle. 

The latter of these she calls " the -written," and the former " the 
" UKwRiTTEN WORD of GOD ;" and she holds, that both have been 
equally the gift of Divine Revelation. 

And this is a peculiarity in the Romish faith, which should have been 
distinctly stated, /rom the first, in the framing of this Declaration ; for, 
otherwise, the Pro(M(on(, adopting (Ae Holt Schipti/res alone for 
the guide of his faith, would be reasoning upon a directly opposite 
principle ; and, finding that these Romanists are attributing to Divine 
RKTELitTioN doctrines, which he perceives to be repugnant to the 
tpirit, as well as the letter, of these Sacreh Writings, which he 
knows to hare been "given by inspiration of GOD," — doctrints, more- 
over, which he cannot by any means refer to the times of priuitive 
Christianity, — he might feel strongly disposed to accuse them of an 
intidious endeavour to impose upon the simple and unsuspecting. 

But the least suspicion that this is the case, would effectually defeat 
the professed purpose of the Declaration, and consign to contempt and 
leprobaiion every thing it contains. 

Yet, whether awed by the tyrannical authority of the Church, of 
which they are certainly the true sons, — or dazzled by the portentous 
glare of her assumed in/a//i6i7tf^, — or for whatever other reason, — the 
Roman prelates in question have neglected this useful precaution, and 
have therefore exposed themselves irretrievably to this suspicion, Thit 
difftrence in the fundamental rules of faith of the Protestant and the 
Papist appears to be kept as far as possible out of sight : and the only 
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MANNER (that is, whether it were spiritual or corporal) m wK3 
the body and blood of Christ are present in the Euchariat, — the 
preponderancy was againat the proposed innovation being admitted as 
an " article of belief." ' 

Indeed, the term Transubstanti ATiON was not so much as 
heard of in the Church of Rome before the twelfth century, when 
Peteh de Celles Bishop of Chartres, and Stephen Bishop of 
Aulun, FinsT made use of that term.* Nor was the thing itself ever 
estabhshed as a doctrine of that Church, till Innocent III. had the 
honour of so imposing it, at the fourth geDeral council of Lateral), in 
1215.' 

But if this MYSTERY were of such importance in the Christian 
system, as the Articles VI. and Vll, " of Catholic Faith" represent, — 
why was it not revealed sooner ? The Declaration palms this m- 
consislenn/ upon " Almighty God!" But the voice of History 
irrefragably proclaims, ihat the doctrine of its existence was one of 
the inventions of the dark ages. 

II. — That Almighty GOD revealed the doctrine of Purga- 
tory; (Article VIII.) which is as firmly believed, and as zealously 
acted upon, in the Roman Church, as that of Transubstantia- 
TioN. But this was never revealed by Christ, or his apostles. It 
was never beard of in the Church by name, before the latter end of 
the sixth century ; when Pope Gregory I. commonly called " The 
" Great," " who had a marvellous fecundity of genius in iHrewiing, and 
"an irresistible force of eloquence in recommending, superstilious 
" observances," maintained expressly, that there is a Puegatohy, 
" for expiating the s/f^Af ^au/^s of those who have drserved ^Ats 
" ^race, by the good actions which they performed in this [ife,"+ Thus 
might this doctrine be said to have been established. But this, being 
only a purgation of slight and venial sins, is not precisely such a 
Purgatory as is asserted in the Council of Trent. It was re- 
served for this council, to establish the doctrine, dejinitively, and in 
its most rigorous sense, as an article of the Rotnisk faith, by the 
following canon, decreed in its sixth session : — " If any one shall say, 
" — that to every penitent sinner, who has received the grace ofjus- 
" tificatian, the offence is so remitted, together with the obligation to 



' Mosheim's Eccles, Hist. Cent. IX. par. 2. c. 3. ^ 19, 20, and Cent. 
X. par. 2. c. 3. § 2. Du Pin's Eccles. Hist. Vol. 7. c. 7. p. 69. 

* Du Pin's Eccles. Hist. Vol. 10, p. 156. under the title Peter de 
Celles. 

' Mosheim's Eccles. Hist. Cent. XIII, p. 2. c. 3. ^ 2. Du Pin's 
Eccles. Hist. t. xi. c. 6. p. 96. At this council there were present 412 
bishops, 800 abbots and priors, besides the ambassadors of almost all 
the European princes. For the original words of this decree consult 
Labbe et Cossart. Concih Lateran. IV. Decretum I, de Fide Calholica. 

* Du Pin's Eccles, Hist, vol, v, page 100, under the Life of St. 
Gregory. 
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passage throughout the whole Declaration, which could lead a Protest- 
ant a priori to suspect the existence of such a difference^ does not 
occur before the commencement of the third Section, where it is said, 
that '' the Catholic Church venerates the Holy Scriptures^ asthe written 
" part of the word of GOB /" 

But, whatever grounds the Papist may be compelled to assume foi^ 
the foundation of his faith, — the true Protestant will not be induced, by 
any artifice, to relinquish the vantage-ground on which he stands ; rest- 
ing his faith on the Holt Scriptures alone^ and employing thess 
Sacred Writings, the/ree exercise of his own reason, and the tes-t 
timony of the purest ecclesiastical antiquity, for repelling any 
attempts, which may be, either openly or insidiously, made to under- 
mine it. 

It is in this spint, and with this design, that the following Remarks 
on the various parts of this Declaration are now offered to his consi* 
deration. 



30 REMARKS. 

" temporal punishment, THAT he hai no obligation remaining 
*' to be PAID, either in this life, or in the next in pukga- 

" TORY, BEFORE THE ENTRANCE INTO HBAVEN CAN BE OPEN 

" TO HIM,— let him be anathema." ' 

III.— That Almighty GOD revealed the doclrine of " the Invo- 
" CATION o/Saint9." (ArticlelX.) This is "an article of Ca- 
" thoiic Faith," which proceeds upon the false and fanatical assump- 
tions, — that " THE SAINTS Teign with Christ," before tlieir resur- 
rection from the dead ; — that " they offer up prayers to GOD for 
"us;" — that therefore, (Aei'r MEDIATION IS requisite for our sal- 
vation: — that they are, consequently, possesjff/ of' omnipresence, 
(an incommunicable attribute of GOD !) in order that they may 
hear the devout prayers of their votaries, at all limes, and in all parts 
of the world; — and of omniscience, (another incommunicable 
attribute of GOD!) that they may distinguish the prayers which ore 
addressed to them in sincerity and truth, from those which are not 
' 80 offered. But this doclrine, as might be expected, was utterly 
unknown to the Christian Church during the first three centuries : and 
thia circumstance alone is amply sufficient to prove, that i[ is an inao- 
vation upon the pure and primitive principles of Christianity. The 
memory indeed of her martyrs and confessors had always, during this 
periodof peril and persecution, been deservedly preciuusin ihe Church ; 
but it was not till l\ie fourth century, that the veneration for departed 
saintsrose to any extravagantheight. In ihe^/iA century their number 
was greatly increased; " these saints," as Moslieim expresses i(," being 
" canonized by the ignorance of the times," In the sixth century, an 
opinion was industriously propagated, " ihat the prayers of departed 
" saints were of victorious efficacy at the throne of GOD, and were 
" to be purchased by offerings presented to the temples that were 
" dedicated to them." In the eighth century, a confidence in themerifi 
of these imaginary mediators was represented as necessary to salva- 
tion. In the ninth century, a tutelary influence was ascribed to the 
departed saints ; so that every country, every Church, and almost every 
private Christian bad their particular patron among the saints, — a 
circumstance which prodigiously increased their number.'' But, 
finally, the Council of Trent determinately settled these points, by 
the celebrated decree passed in its twenty-fifth session, commanding, 
in express terms, " (Ae Intercession and Invocation of 

I IV. — ^That Almighty GOD revealed the doclrine of the idolatrous 
" Veneration of the Relics of the Saints: and of the Images 
" of Jesus Christ, the Firgin Mary, and of the other Haints." ( Arti- 
his 



' Du Pin's History of the Council of Trent. Seas. 6. 
' All this is evident by a general reference to the ecclesiaEtical 
history of these ages. 

' Du Pin's History of the Council of Trent, Sess. 25. 
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cles IX. and X.) But this was no more a doctrine and practice of 
the first three ages of ihe Church, than any of the preceding. The 
permission that images should be in Churches, was indeed granted, 
toward the latter end of the s/xM century, by Gregory the Great, 
to answer, in some degree, the purpose of imtrvction in that ignorant 
age; but the worship of them he expressly forbad." We must look 
exclusively to the dark ages, of which alone such practices were worthy, 
for the outrageous worship of them, as well as of relics, and 
for all the impostures to which it gave rise. But, unhappily, the light 
of learning, which began to revive toward the close of that period of 
darkness, was not perniitted to shed any friendly ray on the religion 
of the Church of Rome ; and the Couucil of Tre.nt, in its twenty- 
fifth session, expressly enjoined, and petpeluated, as fur as by a decree 
it could per/ie^ua^e, principles and practices, so tt/o/nftous in 
themselves, and so utterly repugnant to therevealed Word of GOD.' 
V. — That Almighty GOD also revealed the doctrine of "the 
" Power of Indulgences." (Article XI,) This, arjsing out 
of the imputed meri'is of the "works of supererogation" wrought by 
the saints, arose not to its height till the twelfth century, when the 
bishops first assumed to themselves the power of granting them ; and 
when the saints themselves had been prodigiously multiplied. But 
soon afterwards (he Popes, casting an eye upon the immense trea- 
sures which the inferior rulers of the Church were acquiring by the 
sale o/'iNDULGENCEs, assumed almost entirely the gainful traffic to 
themselves. " In consequence of this new measure," says Mosheim, 
" the court of Rome became the general magazine of indulgences ; 
" and the pontiffs, when either the wants of the Church, or the 
" emptiness of their coffers, or the dsmon of avarice, prompted them 
" to look out for new subsidies, published not only a universal, but 
" also a complete, or what they called, a plenary remission of all the 
" temporal paim aa6 penalties, which the Church had annesed to 
" cenaia transgressions. They went still farther; and not only re- 
" mitted the penalties which the civil and ecclesiastical laws had en- 
" acted ngainat transgressors, but audaciously usurped the authority 
"which belongs to GOD alone, and impiously pretended to abolish 
"even the punishments which are reserved in a future state for the 
"workers of iniquity: a step this, which the bishops, with all their 
*' avarice and presumption, had never ventured to take,"' Such were 
the facts ; but abominable, in every point of view, as this doctrine, 
and the consequences which had flowed from it, had then long been, — 



^^" ■ Du Pin's Life of St. Gregory aforesaid. The worship of them was 

' first confirmed, as a doctrine of the Roman Church, by the seventk 

general council, held at Nice, under Adrian I. in 787, Du Pin'i 
I Ecclea. Hist. vol. vi, page 131, etc. 

^H * Du Pin's Council of Trent, Sess. 25. ^^H 

^^m ' Mosheim's Eccles. Hist. Cent. 12. par. 2. c. 3. § 4. ^^^H 
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"the Holy Council" of Trent "teacheth and commandeth, that 
"the use q/" INDULGENCES, so very saving to Christian people, and 
" approved btf the authority of Holif Councils, ought to be retained in 
"the Church: and condemneth those Av anathema, aAo either 
" affirm them to be useless, or deny that the Church has the power of 
" granting them : only it wishes lli at ihereiiiigitt he moderation shown 
"in granting them, fitc."' And, as a proof, that this power i» still 
claimed by the Roman Church, as well as of the moderation with 
which it is still administered, a reference may be made to the Bull of 
IndictioQ for the jubilee of tbe lust year, issued by his present 
Hohness Leo Xll. on the 24tb of May, 1S24. In this remarkable 
document, with a view partly to prepare the way for the following 
expression of his benevolent intentions, — '' during this year of jum- 
" LEE, we mercifully in the L,otA grant and impart the most complete 

" INDULGENCE, REMISSION, flfW^ PARDON of all Ihcir S]NS, tO all 

" the faiihful inChriat of both sexes," &c. he lays open^Ae soubcks, 
whence all these benefits are derived, in these terms : — " We have, 
" therefore, decreed, according to the authority which is divinely com- 
" mitted lo us, to open, as widely as possible, that heavenly trea- 
" sure, of which, being purchased by the merits, sufferings, 
"and VIRTUES of our Lord Jesus Christ, of his Virgin 
" Mother, and of a// Saints, the Author of human Salvation has 
" entrusted the distribution to us." 

I have given this concise sketch of the history of these five doc- 
trines, — of Iraitsubstanliation, purgatory, the invocation of saints, the 
worshiping of images and of relics, and the power of indulgences, — 
so decisively ratified aud established by the Council of Trent, and 
held to be necessary to salvationhy the Creed of Pius If^.— in order 
to show, that they formed wo part of the Gospel preached by Christ 
and his apostles ; that they were altogether innovations upon the 
pure doctrine and discipline of the primitive Church, and had their 
origin only during the succeeding ages of intellectual darkness and 
superstition. 

It is surely loo much for the Roman prelates, who signed this 
Declaration, lo affirm, that these doctrines, propounded by these (with 
them) supreme authorities for " articles of Catholic Faith" " are 
" revealed by Almighty God !" 

It surely argues no small degree, either of ignorance or want of 
sinceriiy, whenever the Romanists of the present day presume to 
affirm — that "the doctrines of their Church are unchanqea- 
" BLE ;" and that "what their faith now is, such it was from the 

" BEGINNING." 

" That the sacraments of baptism and penance," etc.] For the 
sake' of distinction, I have denoted the purely popish part of this very 
imperfect summary in Italics, 
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Whatever is revealed by God, who knows all things as they are 
in themselves^ and who cannot deceive us by teaching falsehood for 
truths is most true and certain^ though it may entirely surpass the 
comprehension of created minds. 

On the authority of divine Revelation, the Catholic believes, as 
doctrines of faith, that in one God there are three distinct persons, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; that Jesus Christ, who 
died on the cross for the salvation of all mankind, is the second person 
of the blessed Trinity, true God and true man ; that there is no re- 
mission of sin, nor salvation, but through him ; that the sacraments 
of baptism and penance are divinely-appointed means for the remis- 
sion of sin ; that in the Mass, a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrijice 
is offered to God, for the living and the dead ; that the souls detained 
in purgatory are helped by the suffrages of the faithful: that the 
saints, reigning together with Christ, are to he honored and invocated ; 
that at the last day our bodies will be raised from death, and that 
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*^ If these and other doctrines of the Catholic Faith,^* etcj All 
this is self-evident ; and therefore the truth and certainty of these 
doctrines^ respectively, will depend upon the proof, that they have 
been^ each of them, " really revealed by Almighty God." 



" The Catholic is fully persuaded,*' etc.] The consistent Roman- 
ist dares not to think or to say otherwise : for he is taught to be- 
lieve, that he professes thai'* tru£ Cat uohxc faith j out of which 
" NONR can be saved" (Art. XIV.) And if he were to presume to 
maintain an opposite persuasion, with respect to any of these articles, 
he would no longer be " a Catholic," but "a Heretic." This 
is therefore a point, on which, as *' a Catholic,'^ he is not at liberty 
to express a doubt. 

" Is he not at liberty to think so/' etc.] Undoubtedly : but he 
must not profess to think otherwise, for the reason which has just 
been given. There is no liberty of thought allowed, in matters of 
faith, to the Romanist, 

" Of all the doctrines which Christ has taught,"] It is here as- 
sumed, that all the doctrines of the Romish faith are really doc- 
trines which *' Christ has taught." We have seen how far the re- 
cords of authentic history will bear out this assumption. 



REMARKS ON SECTION II. 

;,. *' Qathdics are often charged, ' etc.] In /* a Catholic sense^" ^ 
i l^ve already stated,' '* the Word of God" has a dijferent meaoing 
attached to it, from that which the Protestant holds, it include^ 
tra DiT 1 0N5 which is denominated ** the unwritten Word of 
" GO0," as well as the Holy Scriptures, which are called 
U the WRITTEN Word of God :" and, in the Romish system, the 
former of these is held of eguat authority with the latter. The 
Church of £ngland acknowledges only the Holy Scriptures aa 
'/ the Word of God," and the ground of her faith.* The same 
thing may also be said of Protestants in general. With this 
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* See Bishop Marshes '' Comparative Vi^w of the Churches of Eno*- 
*' land and Rome ;*' where every pajrticular relative to this difference. 
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Chiiat will come lo judge all meo according to: tkeir worku; that 
eternal happiness will he the reward of the good, aod. eternal misei^. 
the pumshment of the wicked. 

If these, and other doctrines of Catholic faith, are rtally rewaled by 
Almighty Goo, they are not erroHeou$,hv^% most true and certain; — 
they are not unseriptural, but agreeable to the Irtte sense of (he written 
Word of God ;— the belief of them is not unreasonable^ because it is: 
reasomible to believe whatever is true, and taught by the GoD of 
truth* 

The Catholic is fully persuaded that all the articles of his faith arc 
really revealed by Almighty God. 



Is he not at liberty to think so, as well as others are to think the 
contrary ; and in this empire especially, where liberty of thought is %o 
loudly proclaimed and lauded? Is it reasonable or charitable to con- 
demn him for ihinkitig so, when he may have good and solid grounds 
for his conviction ; and may feel that his eternal salvation depends on 
his firm belief of all the doctrines which Christ has taught f 



SECTION IL 

On the Grounds of the Certitude which a Catholic has^ that all the 
Doctrines whim he believes, as Articles of Catholic Faith, ate 
reallif tetealed by Almighty God. 

Catholics are often charged with grounding their faith on mere 
hu^MU authority j^tind not on the Word of God. 
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difilBreDce of opinion upon this subject, the " Catholic " prelates in 
this cnuntry cannot but be well acquainted; and it ought thererore 
tohnve been particularly noted inMi'sD^CLARATiON : the omission of 
Much a notice cannot but excite ampicion of an intention to deceive. 

They were writing this Declaration for ihe use of their Protestant 
fellow-subjects, and therefore, in a /itoJesfan^ sense, 1 have uo hesi- 
tation in saying, that there is not a suflicieut degree of explicitnesa, 
candour, and truth in the preferring of this complaint. Nor do the 
Itomaiiisti lie open, as 1 have already observed,' to aiiif such imputa- 
tion : any otherwise, at least, than asimphcitly submitting, inallTnat- 
ters i)f Jailh, to \\ie aiithoritif oJ'THmR Church, 'I'o charge ihe 
Rohan Church with grounding the whole of her faith on the 
foundation here specified, (if sucli a charge has ever been made) would 
be indeed a misrepresentation : for, happilv, the truth of all those 
articles of it which correspond with what is commonly called the 
NiCENE Creed, and are exhibited in the former part of the Creed 
of Pope Pius IV. may be proved most clearly from " the Word of 
" God," It is only when she proceeds to vaunt of her " apostolical 
" and ecclesiastical traditions, and constitutions," which she profanely 
places on a level with " ike written Word of' God;" and of the 
monstrous brood of errors (the Tc^etra ^euBau;, or " wonders of false- 
" hood") thence arising, — her clamiing to be a supreme and infallible 
expounder of Scripture, from whom there can be no appeal, — her 
five sacraments, in addition to those two instituted immediately by 
Christ himself, — her sacrifice of the mass, and doctrine of Iransub- 
ttanliation, — bei purgatory, — her auricular confession, absolution and 
indulgences, — her invocatwn of saints, and worship of images and of 
relics, — her propounding herself to be " the mother and mistress of 
" all Churches," and enforcing, in her Creed, the reception and belief 
" of all the things delivered, defined, and declared, by her sacred 
" canonsand general councils," as being necessary to salvation — 
it is only when she professes, and vaunts of these things, that she is 
to be CHARGED, andjustly charged, with "grounding her faith 
" on mere human authority, and not on the Word of God." 

" Catholics deny this,' etc.] And well they may: not for the 
reason which is here assigned, for that involves a point on which no 
liberly of conscience is allowed ; but because the charge itself, as has 
just been seen, and as eiitended to their Church, is only partially 
true. 

"The Catholic believes," etc.] And many more: see bis Creed 
already recited. 

" iJy the evidence of testimony."] Most certainly: and it is for 
this very reason, thai 1 have brought forward the testimony of the 
Rohan Chuiich Aerse//"so largely in the course of these Remarks. 



and the consequences which have resulted from it, in respect to doctrine 
and practice, are most distinctly and ably set forth. 



J 
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Catholics deny this ; because they are convinced that their faith is 
grounded on the Word of God, proposed to them by the authority of 
tha( ministry which Christ established^ and appointed to teach his 
revealed doctrines to all nations. 

The Catholic believes all those doctrines which God has revealed. 

The question^ what are those doctrines which God has revealed, is 
a question of FACT. It appears reasonable that the existence of a 
fact should be ascertained by the evidence of testimony. 



n 



How much soever individual " Catho/ics " in this happy country 
may have been humanized and improved, through the mild and liberal 
influence of ihe Prolestantism which surrounds them, atill their 
Church, and the principles of their religion, remain professedly 
the same as they were in the darkest ages ; and are declared to be un- 
changing and unchangeable. This is a FACT, on which the British 
nation should by no means close her eyes. We have only to look 
back through many preceding parts of the history of our own country, 
to trace the lamentable effects of the operation of this system upow 
it. And, for the effects naturally flowing from the influence of (/ia( 
Church, and those principles, on countries where they are still allowed 
to predominate, we may well refer to ihe present state of Spai n and 
Italy, And thus our own past experience, and our own present 
observation, will supply us with a number of additional FACTS of 
the most instructive character, 

" And by the priests in succession," etc.] Thus certainly the case 
should have been : but how did it actually stand i " The priests in 
" succession," to the time of the Babylonish captivity, not even 
excluding Aabon' himself, were frequently tinged, and deeply 
tinged, with the stain of idolatry. And, after that captivity, the 
numerous and inconsistent traditions which were engrafted on the 
Law, had proceeded so far towards obscuring its native character and 
excellence, and destroying its proper authority and effect, that Christ 
himself most pointedly accuses the professors of it of " making the 
" Word of Goo of jiotie effect," and even of " transgressing the 
" Commandment o( God" — by their " traditions."' 

" And their successors."] This should also, unquestionably, have 
been the case : but how has it actually stood ? The bishops of Rome 
themselves, the boasted " successors of St, Peter the Prince of 
" the Apostles, and Vicars of Jesus Christ," have violated, for many 
ages, one of the most express injunctions of the very apostle from 
whom Ihey pretend succession, by claiming to be " lords over 
*' God's heritage."^ And, to favour this usurpation, tkadition 
has largely contributed her aid. Was she not on this account digni- 
fied with the honour of being called " the unwritten Word of 
" God ;" and placed in equal authority, at least, with the Holy 
Scriptures, which are his " Written Word?" And, under her 
influence, has not the Church of Home lapsed into an idolatrous 
veneration for her own saints, and even for their images and relics ,- 
as well as into all those other errors, both in principle and in practice, 
which have been already enumerated ? These FACTS are not to 
be disputed : they form ihe most prominent parts of her history : 
they stand recorded in her very Creed. 



' Exodus xxxii, ^ Matlh. xv. 3. 6. Mark vii. 8. 9, 13. 

' 1 Peter, v, 3, 



SBCTIOM II. 41 

l^e body of the doctrinfias precepts, and institutions, which were 
delivered by Christ to his apostles^ constitutes the nfw or the Christ 
tiah law ; as the body pf the doctrines, precepts, and institutions, 
which were delivered by the Almighty to Moses, constituted the old 
law. 

The true and certain knowledge of what is commander) by any 
law, is generally communicated and obtained by the authoritative j>ro- 
mnlgatian of that law. 



By the ordinance of God, the doctrines and precepts of the old 
law were made known to the Israelites and Jewish people, by Moses, 
and the priests in succession, till the end of the law. 



By the ordinance of God, the doctrines and precepts of the netp 
law were to be made known to all nations, in all ages, by the apo- 
stles, and their successors, to the consummation of the world. 
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" The certitude of the Catholic is grounded" etc.] Then it" is 
grounded upon a very visiouary foundution : fur llie ample page of 
history, and especially of ecclesiastical history, incontestabjy proves — 

1, — liow deplorably " the spiritual authority" of those who claim 
succession from St. Peter, has been prostituted to the vilest purposes 
— to the introduction, the sanctioning, and perpciuatiiig of doctrines 
and religious rites, which are at variance with the spirit as well as the 
precepts of Christianity ; which were unknown to the primitive 
Church: and answered no other purposes, but to keep the world in 
darkness, and conduce lo the aggrandizement, and supreme elevation, 
of the Ro MAN See ; and, 

II. — that " the uniform, and universal testimony, belief, and 
" practice, of all Christian Churches, Y BOM thu beginnikg," in 
favour of the peculiar doctrines, precepts, and riles of the Church 
o/'RoME, — are no where to be found. 

" /s he not at liberty to follow a rule," etc.] Unrloubtedly he is: 
but, it should never be forgotten, that in embracing the rule, he at- 
taches to himself all its consequences- Unhappily, so long as he re- 
mains a " Catholic," he is not " at liberty to follow " any other rule ; 
for, by " the spiritual authority" of his Church, he is bound, as he 
values hia own salvation, to "profess and undoubtedly receive ALL 
" THINGS delivered, defined, and declared, by the sacred canons anrf 
" general councils, and, particularly, by the Holy Council of The nt." 

" For his submission to the authority of a ministry, etc.} Hinc 
illae lachrymae ! But, in this Protestant country, where the most ample 
toleration of religious opinion and religious worship is freely extended 
to all, and no man is allowed to be " disturbed" in the exercise of 
liis religion, — the Romanist surely has no cause to complain. He, as 
well as Dissenters of every other class from the religion established 
by law, is at full liberty to worship God in the manner which his 
own conscience prescribes. If he is ambitious of acquiring ^o/ifi'ca/ 
power and distinction, and " his submission to the authority of a 
" FOREIGN ministry" interferes, and is inconsistent with the alle- 
giance which he owes to his sovereign, as is necessarily the case with 
him who " promises and swears true obedience to the Bishop of 
" Rome ,■"— that is a circumstance which he may indeed lament ; but 
it is one natural consequence of his rule: and so long as he conforms 
to the rule, he must take the consequence so obviously arising. Though 
no /nan, perhaps, has a right " ta condemn him for this," yet such a 
broad distinction immediately arises, from this very circumstance, 
between him and every class of Protestant Dissenters, who owe 
subjection to no toretgn power, ecclesiastical or civil, — as evidently 
disqnaliBes him for the same political privileges, and the attainment 
of the same political power, as they may acquire. No wel!- 
conslituled government can thus admit an " itnperiiim in imperio." 

" Can any human legislator condemn," etc.] This question, as 
relating to the political disabilities under which the Romanist labours 
in the British empire, has been suflicieutly answered above ; and also 
iu page 2 1 . 
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Oa the spiritual authority of the apostles wd their successors, 
\rho were divinely commissioned to promulgate and teach the law of 
Christ to all nations ; and on the uniform and universal testimony, 
belief, and practice of all Christian Churchesyrom the beginning, — 
the certitude of the Catholic is grounded^ that all the doctrines which 
he believes, as articles of Catholic faith, and all the sacred precepts 
and rites which he observes, as the ordinances of Christ, were really 
revealed and instituted by Almighty God ; and are the same as were, 
originally delivered by Christ to his apostles, and by them promui-. 
gated over all nations. 

The Catholic is fully satisfied, that this method which he follows 
for ascertaining what are the revealed doctrines of divine faith, is the 
right rule, and that it leads him to the unity of truth. 



Is he iiot at liberty to follow a rule which gives such satisfaction 
and security to his mind ? 



Is it fair for others, who, by following a different rule, are led into 
a countless variety of contradictory doctrines on matters of Christian 
belief, to disturb the tranquillity of the Catholic on this head ; or to. 
condemn him for his submission to the authority of a ministry, which 
he is convinced was established by Christ, for the purpose of brings 
ing all nations to the certain knowledge of his law, and to the unity 
of faith ? 



Is not this rule, perfectly natural and reasonable i Caii any humatl 
legislator condemn the principle and rule of the Catholic in this re- 
gard i ' 



REMARKS ON SECTION III. 
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As an enemy to the reading and circulating" etc.] And is not 
&e Roman Church truly held out in this light? Having already 
cited, upon this subject/ the Bull of Pius VII. pqbiidied in 181 6, 
wherein His Holiness alludes to No. II. and lU. of the Rule;3 of the 
Index, I shall just prpceed one step further, and give a translation of 
No. IV. of the same Index : — 

" Since it is manifest from experience, that, if the use of the Holy 
** Scriptures, in the vulgar tongue, be permitted everywhere, 
*^ without distinction, more injury than advantage will arise 
^from thence, on account of the rashness of men,^n this respect 
** let it be at the discretion of the bishop or inquisitor, with the advice 
*' of the parish priest or confessor, to grant the reading of the Scrip- 
" tures, translated by Catholic authors, in the vulgar tongue, to 
"those who they may understand are capable of receiving, not 
"harm, but an vicrease of faith and viety, from reading of 
''THIS kind; which permission (facultatem) let them have in 

" WRITII^G. 

" But let not him, who shall have presumed (on bad, or ^o ea vb 
'^ them, without such a faculty, unless the books are first given up t» 

the ordinary, be abU to receive the a^solvtioh of his sins. 

" Rut let the booksellers, who shall have sold the Scriptures, written 
'^ in the WhOAH tottgue, to one who has not the qforesaid faculty^ 
** or shall have allowed the use of them by any other means, lose the 
** price of the books, which is to be applied by the bishop to pious 
** uses : and let them submit to any other punishments, in propor- 
** tion to the quality of their offence, at the direction of the same 
'* bishop J'^ 



" Page 13. 

* " Regula IV. Cum experimento manifestum sit, si Sacra Biblia 
** vulgari lingua passim sine discrimine permittantur, plus inde^ ob homi- 
'* num temeritatem^ detriment!, quam utilitatis oriri ; hac in parte judicio 
" episcopi aut inquisitoris stetur, ut cum concilio parochi vel confes- 
** sorii, Bibliorum a Catholicis auctoribus versorum lectionem vulgari 
** lingua eis concedere possint, quos intellexerint, ex hujusmodi lectione, 
<' non damnum, sed fidei atque pietatis augmentum capere posse: quam 
*^ facultatem in scriptis habeant. 

" Qui autem absque tali facultate ea legere seu habere preesumpserit, 
" nisi prius Bibliis orctijiario redditts, peccatomm absolutionem percipere 
*' non possit. 

" Biliopols) vero, qui preedictam facultatem non habenti Biblia idio- 
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SECTION III. 

On the Holy Scriptures, 

In England the Catholic Church is held out 175 an enemy to the 
eading and circulating of the Holy Scriptures. 
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Are these no impediments to the reading and circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures? JDo they argue no aversion, on the part of the 
Church of Rome^ from the general use of tbein? Yet the rule 
which prescribes them, forms part of the Index, which received 
the sanction, and was published by the command, of the Holy Council 
o/* Trent; and is therefore binding, according to their Creed, 
upon all consistent Romanists ! It is a document, indeed, of which 
die late Pope, about ten years ago, acknowledged the paramount 
AUTHORITY, when he employed it as a powerful engine for check- 
ing the progress of an evil — the circulation of the Holy Scriptures in 
the VULGAR tongue through Poland, — from which he apprehended 
nothing less than ** the destruction of the most Holy Roman religion'' 
in that country. There is no necessity to say another word upon 
this sbbject. 

" And the true sense" etc.] That the Holy Scriptures, in their 
original languages, and in some very early versions, as well as much 
sacred and secular learning, were preserved with great care in the 
repositories of monasteries, etc. from the period of their first esta- 
blishment till the revival of learningi, there can be no doubt. And to 
these foundations, therefore, we are so far under very considerable 
obligation: for if, generally speaking, their cloistered inhabitants 
made but little use of the learning confided to their trust, they at least 
preserved it entire, for the arrival of happier days. 

But if the Church of Rome has *' ever laboured to preserve'' also 
*' the TRUE sense" of Scripture,— y/hence those erroneous and 
unscriptural doctrines which have been so often noted, as forming 
essential parts of her Creed? Or, if these doctrines are really sup- 
posed by these Romanists to exhibit '' the true sense," — have they, 
as they assert, been *' universally understood " in that light, ** at all 
" times, from the apostolic age?'* The voice of genuine history is 
decidedly against such suppositions. It will declare in the plainest 
terms, that these doctrines have all originated in the corruption of 
the TEVE sense; in the jumble of tradition with Scripture, or of 
what they call ^' the unwritten part " with '* the weittes part," 
of the Word of God. 

'' In the original languages."] Is there any great merit or wisdom 
in permitting this i Where would be, or where could be, the use of a 
geweraZ circulation of the Holy Scriptures in languages which were 
not generally understoodlf But the very prayers of this Church are 
commonly offered up in an unknown tongue : she latinizes every thing 



" mate vulgari conscripta vendiderint, vel alio quovis modo concesserint, 
" librorum pretium, in usus pios ab episcopo convertendum, araittant ; 
'' aliisque poenis, pro delicti qualitate, ejusdem episcopi arbitrio subja- 
'^ ceant." Extracted from '* Regula Indicis Sacrosancta Synodi 



** Trident%n€ejvMu editce. 
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Whereas the Catholic Church venerates the Holy Scriptures as the 
torittenpart of the Word of God, she has in all ages been a faithful 
guardian of this sacred deposit ; she has ever laboured to preserve the 
integrity of these inspired writings^ and the true sense in which they 
have been universally understood^ at all times, from the apostolic 
age. 



The Catholic Church has never forbidden or discouraged the read* 
ing or the circulation of authentic copies of the sacred Scriptures in 
the original languages. She binds her clergy to the daily recital of 
a canonical office, which comprises a large portion of the sacred 
volume ; and to read and expound to the faithful, in the vernacular 
tongue, on Sundays, the epistle or gospel for the day, or some other 
portion of the divine law.' 



' As to^^ CANONICAL o^ce, that is in Latin, — a tongue in most 
countries generally unknown by the common people ; and therefore so 
far this office is useless. And as to the expositions she enjoins, of 
particular portions of the Scriptures, tit the vernacular tongue, — she 
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in ber liturgy, in every country into which that liturgy is introduced ; 
thus plainly setting at naught all that the Holy Scriptures have de- 
livered upon this subject. 1 Corinth, xiv. 1 — 28. She is sadly afraid^ 
lest (according to the principles of her Creed, Art. XIV.) the com- 
mon people should become too wise for salvation. 



" To make a regulation,'* etc.] See Rule IV. of the Index 
already cited, and which forbids the use of the Holy Scriptures, 
even as authorized by the Church of Rome, to the laity, without 
** a faculty^' obtained for that purpose in writing from the bishop or 
inquisitor! Such is the boasted regulation alluded to. 



" With explanatory notes"] The Douay translation of the Old 
Testament, and the Rheimish translation of the New Testament, are 
the works here alluded to. And I apprehend, that the general 
character of *' the explanatory notes '^ by which they are illustrated, is 
such, as will have no great tendency to increase that ^' good under- 
*^ standing*' between the Romanists of this country and their Pro- 
testant fellow-subjects, and that ** advancement of religion and 
*' charity," which the prelates^ who signed this Declaration, profess 
themselves so anxious to promote. Two specimens of this sort- 
have been given, one from, each translation, under the head of Ana- 
THEMTA ; (page 1 6) and many more might be added. 



" But when the reading and circulation" etc.] There is a little 
confusion of ideas here. Who ever urged or recommended, ** as the 
*' entire role o/* fa 1th," the reading and circulation of the Hofy 
Scriptures ? Doubtless, to read and to circulate them, as far ds 
ch-ciimstanc^ may permit, is a point of duty with every one who is 
acquainted wkh their inestimable value: but the Scriptures them" 
selves ALONR contain *^ the entire rule of faith." — See STim. 
iii. 15, 16. 

** Because the Catholic Church knows," etc.] This is the true 
spirit of the fourth rule of the Index. The original means, ordained 
by Christ for the propagation of his Gospel, were — by tlte ministry jof 
bis inspired apostles, and their coadjutors ordained by them for this 
work,— men \v<^li informed both as to the letter and spirit of th«0M 
Testament. And hence it cemne to pass, that, as is stated in the Decbr 



Aa to transJationa of the Holy Scriptures into modern languages, 
the Catholic Church requires that none should be put iuto the hands 
of the faithful, but such as are acLnowledged by ecclesiastical au- 
thority to be accurate, and conformable to the sense of the originals. 
There never was a general law prohibiting the reading of authorized 
translations of the Scriptures ; but, considering that many, by their 
igDorance and evil dispositions, have perverted the meaning of the 
aacred text to their own destruction,— the Catholic Church has 
thought it prudent to make a regulation, that the faithful should be 
guided in this matter by the advice of their respective pastors. 



Whether the Holy Scriptures, which ought never to be taken in 
band but with respect, should be made a class-book for children, is 
B matter of religious and prudential consideration, on which pastors 
of the Catholic Church have a right to decide with regard to their 
own flocks; and we hold, that, in this matter, none have a right to 
dictate to them. 

The Catholics of England, of mature years, have permission to 
read authentic and approved translations of the Holy Scriplurep, witA 
explanatory notes ; and are exhorted to read them in the spirit of 
piety, humility, and obedience. 

Pope Pius VH. in a rescript dated April 18, 1820, and addressed 
to the Vicars Apostolic in England, earnestly exhorts them to con- 
firm the people committed to their care in faith and good works; 
and for that end, to encourage them to read books of pious instruc- 
tion, and particularly the Holy Scriptures, in translations approved 
hy ecchiiaiitical aulhority ; because to those who are well disposed 
nothing can be more useful, more consoling, or more animutiug, than 
the reading of the Scriptures, understood in their true se/ise : they 
serve to confirm the faith, to support the hope, and to inflame the 
charity of the true Christian. 

But when the reading and circulation of the Scriptures are urged 
and recommended as the entire fivLE. o/' faith; as the sole means 
by which men are to be brought to the certain and specific know- 
ledge of the doctrines, precepts, and iustitnlioiis of Christ ; and when 
the Scriptures so read and circulated are left to the interpretation and 
private judgment of each individual ; — then such reading, circulation, 
and interpretation, are forbidden by the Catholic Church ; because 
the Catholic Church knows, that the circulation of the Scriptures, 
and the interpretation of thejn by each one's private judgment, was 



obliges her thralls to take every thing upon trust: she allows them not 
the privilege of the noble Bereans, (Acts xvii. 11.) and indeed of all 
Protestants, " to starch the Scriptures daily, whether these things are 
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ration, — " Christianity was establiahed (perhaps) in many counfriea 
" before one book of tbe New Teslametit was written." But, in the 
meiin time, the Gospeh were in the process of being composed, ai we 
leam from Luke i. 1 — 1 ; and before tbe year G6 of the vulgar era, 
which «as Uie year of the raartyrdom of St. Peter and St. Pan), alllke 
Gosfieh. and all the Ejihlles, with the exception of those of St, John, 
were most probably written; and before the end of the apostohc 
age, that is, before the death of a//^heae inspired men, the canon of 
the New Testament was entirely completed: so ibal the Universal 
Church of Christ has never been left without the means of irif'allibh 
instruction ; fur when ihe holy apostles were removed by death, 
thme of them who wrote any thing for the insliuclioti and edification 
of the Church, still, as it were, spirilualli/ survive in their writingSi 
and by these " thej, being dead, yet speak." 

And these sacred writings, having been all indited under tbe influ- 
ence of the same divine and infallible Spirit, no one part of ihem 
can, by any possibility, be coii/rndiclory to another, nor can any 
one part be truly expounded to be so. Hence it necessarily follows, 
that any other infulUble guide to " their true sense," in the Universal 
Church, ilian the same Holy Spirit of God, which is constantly 
with her (agreeably to the promise of Christ himself) in the use of the 
means of grace, "to guide her into all tnith," — is altogether unne- 
cessary in itself, and can never therefore have been ordained 
or established by Go d. Hence also it evidently follows, that the errors 
of" private judgment," so much complained of, may be fully cor- 
rected, where tliere is inlegriiy of heart, by a more careful perusal 
and study of these Holy Scriptures ; more especially when these en- 
deavours are seconded by the aid of a pious and learned ministry : 
and that, under the same conscientious rule and practice, no place 
can be found for those " contradictohy doctrines on the 
" primary articles of Christian belief," alluded to in the Declaration ; 
orwHicH the CniincH of Rome, with all her boasted hifallibility, 
has herself adapted. 

But, how these Roman prelates do reason against themselves! 
They assert (very contradictorily to a principle advanced in their own 

Creed, Article XII.) ihat " the Catholic Church knows that 

" Christianity was established in many countries before one book of 
" the ^ew Jeslamenl was written :" and this may be all very true: 
for we know, th-jt many Churches, in various parts of the world, were 
actually founded by the apostles: there were the Churches of Jeru- 
salem, Judiea, and Galilee, Samaria, Ciesarea, Antioch, Cyprus, 
Piiidia, Galatia, Philippi, Tbessalonica, Berea, Corinth, Colosse, 
Epiiesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Lao- 
dicea, and Rome; besides the Churches formed in those remote parts 
^ of the world, of which the booit of Scripture, entitled " the Acts of 
the Apostles," takes no cognizance, as being beyond its scope. Now 
the Church of Rome peculiariy styles herself " the Mother and 
" Mistress o/" fl/^ CAurcAw." But, surely, if any Church could 
with reason be styled "the Mother of all Churches," it must have 



4ii9MbevilMM9;prd.4in^^byiChrM comniui^atipn qf th/e true 

^nt)wlfldge,qf his liiw to all natiQixs : ^be knows tbi^t Cbtri^ianity \l:^s 
established Jnnwiy countries. befoi^ one. bpok of the l^e^ir Testaine^t 
4««Bwr|Uf)nl tb%t it was .not by means of the Scriptures/ that th® 
ApostJi^ abd their , successors convi^rted nations, or any one, nation, to 
ihe.iiiikyof the QurisUan faith; that the unauthorized reading and 
circitlatioD^fithe Scriptures^ and the interpretation of, them by private 
jiidgmeiit; are calculated to lead .men to contradictory doctrines on 
4be ^^priii^ry articles of Christian belief; to iqcousistent forms pf 
^orskipy. .which cannot. all be constituent parts of the uqifprm. apd 
Sublime >«y9teqfi of Christianity ; to errors and fai>aticism, and to 
«editims» . and Jbe greatest disorders in states and kingdoms. 
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$0 ;" whether the expositions they have heard are agreeable to the writ- 
teh Word of God. If they will read them, she gives permission only 
that Jrtiey shall read them through her glasses, and reqeiye Uiem with 
her glosses. 
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been the Church of Jerubalbm ; for the apostles themselves were 
all memberB of this Church, in the first instance ; andj^Vowi her they 
took their departure, in various directions, for the accomplish meet of 
the great work to which ihey had been ordained. The claim, there- 
fore, of the Church of Rome to this title is an arbitrary imposition. 
And no less so is that other claim which she has assumed, to have 
been " the Mistbess of all Churches ; — for all the Churches above 
enumerated, or alluded to, were entirely independent of the Church of 
Rome; and many of them, in after times, were placed in erttire oppo- 
sition to her on points both of doctrine and practice. Hence, there- 
fore, this TITLE altoget/ter, and the article of her Creed which 
advances it, are contradictory to the truth of all eccIesiaGtical anti- 
quity. 



BEMARKS ON SECTION IV. 
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" Now idolatry consists," etc.] This definition of idolatry, 1 
apprehend, wilt stand the Romanists in little stead. The prohibition 
of this crime, by God himself, is conveyed in these terms: — " Thou 
" bhalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the iikeness of 
" ANV thing, that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
" or that is in the water under the earth : thou shalt not bow down 
" thyself to them, nor serve them." This is idolatry. Exod. xx. 
4,5. 

And we have the history of the very time, at which this divine Law 
was receiving its delivery, to illustrate the nature of the sin here for- 
bidden. " When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
" out of the mount, they gathered themselves together unto Aaron, 
" and said unto him,— Up, make us gods, which shall go before us ; 
" for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the 
" land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him." Then, at the 
command of Aaron, " all the people brake off the golden ear-rings 
^^^ " which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he 
^^^ " received them at their hand ; and fashioned it with a graving-tool, 
^^H " after he had made it a molten calf: and they " (the people) " said — 
^^H '■ These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
^^B !f land of Egypt. Aud when Aaron saw this, he built an altar be- 
^^H " fore it ; and Aaron made a proclsmation, and said— (-fliD iTin^ Si) 
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SECTION IV. 

On the Charge of Idolatry and Superstition. 

Ignorance or malice has gone so far as to charge the Catholic 
Church with idolatry in the sacrifice of the Mass, in the adoration 
(as it is called) of the Firgin Mary, and in the worship of the saints, 
and of the images of Christ and of the saints ; and with supersti- 
tion in invoking the saints, and in praying for souls in purgatory. 

Now IDOLATRY consists in giving to any creature that supreme 
adoration, honour, and worship, which is due only to Almighty 
God. 



M BEMARK5. 

" tO'tnorrov) is a feast (o Jehovah." Thus it appears, that, 
after the peculiar superatitioiis of Egypt, and in imllalion of the Apis 
of the Memphiiea, or the Mneuis of the Heliopolitans, he had made 
a go/den calf. Before this calf he erected an allar ; and then 
proclaimed a Te\ig,\oaa feast, to be held on the morrow. The people 
called this calf (an image of) " the ^ods who had brought them tip 
" out of Egypt:" but Aaron proclaimed this feast to Jehovah; 
that is to say, he, perhaps, worshipped " Almighty God," under 
the semblance of ihia image of a calf ; but the people, not capable 
of such nice distinctions, are expressly said to have " made a calf 
" in Horeb, and worshipped the jnolten irntige." But, in both cases, 
the idolatry was complete, and utterly at variance with the ex- 
press coitimaiidment of God. See Exodus xxii. 1 — 6. and Psalm 
cvi. 19. 

And of this nature is the idolatry committed by the members of 
the Church of Rome in the sacrifice " of the Mass." By their 
famous doctrine of Transubstantiation, they first destroy the 
sacramental use of the bread and Tviiie in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, by transforming these t^pes into their antitypes, " the very 
" body and blood of Christ ;" and then they pay the same adoration to 
ihese" creatures" of their own imagination, the bread and wine thus 
transmuted, as they would to Christ himself, if he were substan- 
tially and corporally present. 

Ihus (hey convert what is in itself a spiritual ordinance of the 
highest moment in the Church of Christ, into one that is compara- 
tively carnal; and actually ^ee^i upon that very substance which ihey 
before had worshipped .' Can any idolatry be more preposterous than 
Ibis f Yet this is called " the sacrifice of the Mass!" and, in order 
lo vindicate the honour of it, hundreds in this country, and countless 
thousands in other countries, have been committed by their torturers 
to the flames ! 

" We must eiplain the diferent meanings of the words Adoration, 
" Honour, and fVorship."] That is lo say, we must throw a little of 
our spiritual dust into the eyes of the Protestants of Great Britain. 

The question is not, however, as to the relative degrees of 
adoration, honour, or worship, which they assign lo these objects 
of their veneration,— that is, to iJte consecrated elements of bread and 
wine, which, in plain repugnance to Christ's holy ordinance, they 
transubstantiate into " the real body and blood of Christ ,-" — to the 
Virj^in Mary, whom they denominate " (Ae Mother 0/ God ever- 
virgin;"—lo the saints, as to those who offer up prayers to Goofor 
us," and thus supply the place of mediators and udvucafes with him ;■ 
— or to the images of Christ and of the aaiuls : — but whether they do 
at all actually PRObT RATE themselves in devotion before the 
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The Catholic Church teaches, that idolatry is one of the greatest 
crimes that can be committed against the majesty of God : and every 
true member of this Church shudders at the idea of such a crime, and 
feels grievously injured by such an imputation. 

But it is said that Catholics adore the elements of bread and wine 
in the Mass ; that they adore the Virgin Mary ; that they adore the 
cross ; and that they worship the saints, and the images of Christ and 
of the saints. Before we repel these horrid imputations, in the sense 
in which they are made, we must explain the different meanings of 
the words adoration, honour, and worship ; that the calumnious charge, 
and its denial, may be understood in the same explained sense. 
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consecrated elements of bread and wine, imputing to them this special 
Divinity ; — whether they do at a// prostrate themselves in devotion 
before the altars of the Virgin Mary and the saints, attributing to 
them a presiding influence, and a degree of ubiquity and omniscience, 
which belong to God only; — and whether they do at all "bow 
" down" before the images of the saints, as the visible representatives 
of these demi-gods, these imaginary mediators between God and 
man? 

This is the question : and if this question be answered in the af- 
firmative, (and, according to the principles and practices of the Ro- 
man Church, it cannot be answered in the negative) — then, in all 
these instances^ is she guilty of gross idolatry^ by the second 
commandment of the decalogue. 

Now, the publishers of this Declaration may rejine as they please. 
I shall only take leave to remark^ that all those, who, since the intro- 
duction of these doctrines into the Romish Church, (see pages 26, 
SO, 32.) have been content to take things as they found them, on the 
authority of that Church, have been certainly addicted to the prac- 
tice of IDOLATRY. 



SECTION IV. 



We find thai in the language of the sacred Scripture, in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin," as well as in the language of the ancient liturgies 
of the Christian church, these words, adoration, honour, and worship, 
are ambiguous terms, and are used in different scuse9, according to 
the nature of the object to which the act, implied b^ the term, is di- 
rected, and according to the intention of him who performs the act. 
Hence we find them used as relating, sometimes to Goo, and 
sometimes to creatures. Although, in modern times, the exclusive 
idea of that supreme homage which is due only to God, is attached 
by some to the words adoration and worship : yet these words may 
still be retained by others in a different meaning, without affording 
the remotest cause for the imputation of idolatry. In this different 
meaning they are still retained in the unchanged language of the 
ancient liturgies used in the Catholic Church. 

The ivords adoration and worship are eqnally referred, sometimes 
to God, and sometimes to creatures, as is ihe word honour. Now 
because we are commanded in Scripture to honour God and to 
honour the king, and children are commanded to honour their pa- 
rents; — it does not follow that the honour due to the king, or to 
parents, is the same as that which we owe to God. To God we owe 
supreme and sovereign honour, such as it would be a crime to pay to 



• See in Hebrew Prov. iii. 9. and Exod. xx. 12. Deut. xxviJi. 47, 48. 
Pa. xcvi. 9. and 1 (alias 3) Kings, i. 23. Tn Greek Gen. xxiv. 26. xlijc. 8. 
In Latin adorare, Ps. xxriii. 2. and Gen. xxiii. 7. and 4 (alias 2) Kings, 
ii. 15. (original.) What profound learning! Yet I think it is rather 
unusual to introduce the alias into ntere English references to the Holy 
Scriptures. 
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'' Arguments drawn from ambiguous terms/* etc.] The argu* 
meats in proof of the idolatry of the Church of Rome are not 
** drawn from ambiguous terms,*' but, as we have seen, from the 
known doctrines and practices of that Church. 

*^ They do not, in this sense, adore/' etc.] But they do invest ihe 
flrgin Mary and the saints, on account of their supposed transcend; 
ett merits, Yihh that mediatorial capacity which belongs only 
,to Christy and with those attributes of omnipresence and omniscience 
which belong only to God;' thus elevating them, in the strictest 
sense of the word, into objects of idolatrous worship. Consult their 
own breviary, and books of devotion ; but, more especially^ that 
decree of the twenty-fifth session of the Council q/* Trent, which 
teaches — 

** That the saints, who reign with Jesus Christ, offer up prayera to 
"God for men : — that it is a good and profitable thing to call upon 
*' them with humility, and to have recourse to their prayers, aid, and 
'' assistance, to obtain grace and favour from Go d, through his Son 
'' Jesus Christ our Lord, who is our only Saviour and Redeemer/' 
(Du Pin's Council of Trent, sess. xxv.) Whence it appears, that while 
the Romanists allow that our Lord Jesus Christ is their ^' only Re-" 
*' deemer and Saviour/' they entirely take away from him his media-- 
torial office, and give it to their saints ; presuming that they reign 
with him, for the very purpose that they may thus ^' offer up prayers 
*' to God for men/' *' to obtain them grace andyavoiir from him," etc. 
** Ana change thereby of the elements," etc.] ITie antiquity of 
this doctrine of Transubstantiation has been already pointed out, as 
well as the pure source from whence it derived its authority ; any 
one therefore may easily appreciate the valuie of this argument. X 
believe that every one who candidly considers all the particulars^ 
will put the i/iven^ton down as an idolatrous innovation. For 
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any creature: to ihe king we owe the highest civil' honour: to 
parents children owe the honour of filial respect and obedience. 
How unjust would it be to say, tliat because a aubjcct honours his 
king, he pays him that siipreme and sovereign honour which is due 
only to God 1 The same may be said of the terms adoration and 
worship, as used in former times, and sometimes used at present, in 
the language of the Catholic Church. 'Vo adore, even according lo 
modern usage, often means no more than to express extreme affection 
or respect. To worship, in the translation of the Bible published 
at Oxford, is therein used to signify inferior as well as Hupreme wor> 
ship, in the first book of Chronicles, sxix. 20. we read in that edi- 
tion, that ihe assembly bowed dawn their heads, and wohshippbd 
Me Lord (Jehovah) and the king. Did they worship the king with 
the same supreme worship which they paid to God ? Certainly not. 
When a man says to the woman he takes In wife, — " With my body I 
" thee worship," — can this be called idolatry ? Surely nothing can be 
more unfair than arguments drawn from ambiguous terms, construed 
in a sense disavowed by those against whom the arguments are em- 
ployed. 

We answer, therefore, that if by the terms adoration, honour, and 
worship, be understood that supreme adoration, honour, and worship, 
which is due only to God, — Cathohcs do not adore, nor honour, nor 
worship any other than the one, only, true, and living God, the Crea- 
tor and Sovereign Lord of ihe Universe ; they do not, iu this sense, 
adore, nor honour, nor worship the Virgin Mary, nor any of the 
saints, nor the cross, nor images, nor any other erfafure^ whatsoever. 



In the Mass, Catholics do offer supreme adoration, not to the ele- 
ments of bread and wine, which they hold not to be present after the 
consecration ; — but to Jesus Christ, llje Son of GoD, whom they be- 
lieve to be trult/, reallif, and substantial lif present, under the ap- 
pearances only of bread and wine, after the consecration, and 
change (hereby of the elements into bis body and blood. To adore 



* See the Remarks on Section VIII. of this Declaration. 

* The crots and images are strange kinds of" creatures." 
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if, after consecration, there is not trulif, realty, and suhatantiallp 
" the liody and b/ood of Christ," — then there remain onljf the conse- 
crated elements of the bread and wine as the objects of adoration, 
and " the supreme adoration" that is paid becomes the grossest 
tnoLATRY, And if (hey be tru/^, reuUy, and substantially present, 
according to llie Romish Creed, then the adoration paid to Christ 
is paid to him througlt tiie semblance of tlie bread and wine, and the 
rile is still idolatrous. 

But the ANATHEMAS, as well as the miracles, of the Church 
of Rome are always multiplied, in proporliun to ibe absurdittf of the 
doctrine that is to be enforced and supported by iheni : and, ac- 
cordingly, upon looking into llie canons which the Council of 
Trent has established relative to this one doctrine, I tind that its 
various parts are fenced round and protected by no less than nine 
ANATHEMAS, as far as regards the sacntice of the Mass; and by 
eleven, in respect to the Eucharist : but the first two canons, re- 
lating to the former of tliese, and ihe first canon of the £uchanst, 
will be amply sufficient for my purpose. 

Canon I. " if any one says, that a true and proper sacrifice is 
" not offered up to Goo at the Mass ; or that thai which is to be 
" offered is any thing else than Jesus Christ given to be eaten, 
" let him be Anathema. 

Canon II. " if any one says, that by these words, — ' Do this in re- 
" ' membraoce of me,' — Jesus Christ did not ordain his apostles 
"priests, or did not command, that they, and other priests, should 
" offer his body and his blood, let him be Anathema." (Session xxii.) 

The first canon respecting the Eucharist runs thus : — 

" If any one says, that the body and blood of' our Lord Jesus 
" Christ, with his soul and divinity, and, consequently, the whole 
"jE.svsCaRiaT entire, is not containedtruiy,realiy,andsubslantially 
" in the Holy Sacrament of' the Eucharist ; but says, that it is there 
" as in a sign, or in a figure, or virtually, — let him be Anathema."' 
(Session xiii.) 

Such are the tolerant spirit, and the tender mercies of popery! 
What, if she had now the power to give them their former exercise 
and effect >. 

" Because il relates to, and brings to his mind," etc.] The rea- 
soning, advanced under these three heads, is altogether unsound iu a 
theological point of view ; and we are bound to consider il in ao 
other. It is altogether forgotten by these prelates, that in ihe de- 
livery of the Law upon Mount Sinai, though there was every circum- 
stance which could impress the minds of the Israelites with a sense 
of the supreme majesty, power, and justice of the Divine Legis- 
lator,yet there was seen no similitude, no visible form or 



' So, the canons concerning the seven sacraments in general, all 
backed by anath£N.4S, are in number thirteen. (Session vii.) 
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Christ, by an act of supreme adoration, is no idolatry ; 
truly God, aad consequently a legitimate object of i 
ship. 



. because he is 
supreme wor- 



But if Catholics, using the aucient language of the Cliristian 
Church, are said : — 

1st, — to worship the saints; this worship must be understood to 
be only an inferior worship, honour, and respect, paid to (Hem pro- 
portionate to the limited perfections and excellencies which God 
has bestowed upon them ; but this worship is iulinilely below that 
supreme worship which they pay to God. Cathohcs acknowledge 
no perfection or excellence in any saint, (not even in the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary) which ihey do not profess to be the work and gift of God 
in them : so that in honouring the saints they celebrate the works of 
Gon, and consequently give glory to him. Whatever act of reli- 
gious veneration we pay to the saints, is ultimately referred to God. 

id, — ^to adore ihe cross; this word, if applied to the cross it- 
self, means no more than an inferior and relative respect paid to the 
instrument of our redemption ; but if in view of the cross it be ap- 
plied to Christ himi>elf, then it means, as it ought to mean, an act of 
sopremc adoration. 

33, — to worship the images of Christ or of the saints ; the word 
ia here again understood by Cntholics only of an inferior and relative 
respect shown to images, in consideration of the respect due to the 
objects which they represent, and to which the respect shown to the 
images is referred. In this sense respect is shown to the statue or to 
the throne of the king, in consideration of the majesty of the person 
to whom they relate. An insult offered to his statue would be con- 
sidered as intended to be offered to the king himself. In this sense 
a son respects the image or picture of his parent ; a parent that of 
bis child ; a friend that of his friend ; not for any intrinsic virtue in 
the material, substance, or work of art; but because it relates to, and 
//rings to his mind, the object of his respect or affection. 

1o condemn this relative regard for images or pictures, would be 
to condemn ihe very feelings of nature. To charge the Catholic with 
idolatry, because the term wurs/tip, meaning only an inferior and re- 
lative regard, is found in the aucient and moderu liturgies of his 
Church, is not consistent wilh candour or charily. 

The charge that the Catholic Church sanctions the playing to 
images, is a calumny, and carries with it an imputation of stu- 
pidity too gross to be noticed. Catholics sometimes pray bbfoue 
images, because they serve to collect iheir thoughts, and fix their 
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UEFRESBHTATioK of any thing ; and lUai l/ie special reason ^v^n 
for this- was, that iDOLA'i'HY might be effectually avoided. (Deut. 
iv. 12 — ig,) The idoiatry h enuaWy palpable, whether Jehovah 
be worshipped under the semblance of a golden calf, as by Aaron 
and the Israelites in tlie instance lately alluded to; or' under the 
Bcmblanceof any of (Ac soin/i, as is supposed in the _^rs( head; or 
whether Christ be worshipped under the semblance of u crosi, or that 
of any of his images, as is supposed in the second and third heads ; 
or under the semblance of the consecrated elements, as in the Eucha- 
ritt, and sacrifice of the Mass. 

But to worship " the imagM of the saints" is, according to the 
doctrine here advanced, to worship the imagesof tkose, — " the eei,i- 
" oious VENERATION paid (o wAom is ULTIMATELY referred to 
" God." This is therefore a remove into a still deeper and more 
debused idolatry than the former. Upon this subject, at least, it 
would have been prudent in these defendants " to have let judgment 
" go by default." 

" Catholics do solicit the intercession of the angeh and taints 
" reigning," etc.] TWis doctrine, and the practice founded upon it, 
are utterly unscrtpfurc/ and absurd. They proceed upon the false 
supposition, here staled, that " the angels and saints reign with 
" Christ in heaven." This, as applied to the angels, argues 
a downright contradiction m terms ; for the very term angel (ayyeXos) 
signifies a messenger; and, with the exceptionoftheGreatMessenger 
of the Covenant, ike Lord Jesus Christ, is utterly inconsistent 
with a regnant state. In a scriptural sense, " Are they not all 
" minislenng spirits, sent forth to minister vnlo them who 
" shall be heirs of salvation?" (Heb. i. 14.) And, as applied to (he 
departed saints, it is still more preposterous ; " for thereis nouiorA, 
" nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither 
" they are gone." (Eccles, ix, 10.) It is a gross error therefore lo say, 
that they are in heaven, before the event of their resurrection : it is a 
grosser, lo assert that they reign there with Christ : it is the gross- 
est of all, to pretend that they interfere with the mediatorial office of 
Christ, by praying there to God for men. 

" From the age of the apostles."} That the doctrine of the es- 
Mstence of purgatory was unknown to the apostles, and to ike pri- 
mitive Church, has been already slioun in page £8, front the records 
of ecclesiastical history. 

" Bi/ invoking the intercession of saints in heaven," etc.] Thus 
do they, in effect, represent, that, " by doing evil, good may come ;" 
and that, from the practice of idolatrous and saperstitiotts f " 
can extract " the communion of saints .'" 




itiotts Dies, l^^^ 

i 
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atlenlion in iheir medJlattons and prayers ; but ihey are nol, on that 
account, lo be supposed to be so void of reason and sense, as to 
pray to the image ^ for ihey know that in it there is no virtue or 
power ; and that it can neither see, nor hear, nor help them.' 



Catholics do sohcit the intercession of the angeh and saints, reign- 
ing with Christ in heaven. Uut io this, when done according to the 
principles and spirit of (he Caiholic Church, there is nothing of su- 
perstition, — nothing which is not consistent with true piety. For the 
Caiholic Church teaches her children not Io pray to the saints, as to 
the authors and givers of divine grace; but only lo solicit the saints 
in heaven lo pray for them, in ilie same sense as St. Paul desired 
(Ae FAITHFUL OH earth " to pray for him." 



Catliolics, according lo the faith and pious practice of the Chris- 
tian Church from the age of the apostles, do pray for the release 
and eternal rest of departed souls, who may be detained for a time in 
a state of punishment on account of their sins; but in this we canuot 
discover even the shadow of superstition. 

By invoking the intercession of the saints in heaven, and by pray- 
ing for the sufFering souls in purgatory, Catholics exercise acts of 
that communion of charity, which subsists between the members of 



' This is treading on rather precarious ground. Has the secret me- 
cAanim of sacred images never been brought to light, by which they 
have been made to perform various motioni, that appeared to the ignorant 
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64 REMARKS. 



*' ^ fi^^g on exclusive meaning to terms," etc.] Through- 
out the M'hole of the remarks on this fotirth Section, the attention 
of the reader has been directed to principles and to practices, and not 
to the mere arbitrary use of terms. The purpose of this part of the 
Declaration has been diametrically opposite : and therefore those 
who have adopted it, have been only combating a shadow of their 
own projection. 



REMARKS ON SECTION V. 



" The belief of both rests on the same foundation.'*'} This is a 
great mistake. Baptism rests on the supreme authority of Christ, 
who instituted it ; penance, as a sacrament, rests soleli/ on the an- 
ihority of the Church of Rome. The members of that Church may 
assert the contrary^ but they have never been able to prove it. They 
must assert it, however, and believe it, on the faith of the following 
canon : — 

Canon I. ^^ If any one says, that, in the Catholic CAwrcA, pen ancb 
^^ is not truly a sacrament instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
*' reconcile the faithful to God, as often as they fall into sin after 
*' baptism, let him be Anathema." 

And this is followed hy fourteen other canons^ all relatiitg to the 
same doctrine, and each backed by an anathema.' 

The doctiiine itself^ however, has originated partly in a misunder- 
standing of the proper sense of the word ftsrfievosTrs,^ which is rendered 
by the Vulgate ^^ panitentidm agite,'' and by the Rheimish translation, 
*' do penance;'' and which, therefore, as penance is a sacrament 
of the Romish Church, ascribes it to St. John the Baptist, and 
not to Christ; — and partly in an erroneous view and JEipph'cation of 
those words of Christ to all his apostles after his resurrection : — *' Re- 



' Du Pin's Hist* S^ss. xiv. of the Council of Trept. 
VMatt. iii. 2, 
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lie myitical body of Christ; the pHuciple of which communion they 
profesa to believe, when ihey say, " I believe tiie Holy Catholic 
"Church, the communion of saints." 

After this explanation and declaratiuii, we hope that our country- 
men will never be so unjust and unchantable as lo charge Catholics 
with idolatry and superstition, nor so illiberal as to attempt to give 
a colour to these injurious charges, by fixing an exclusive meaning to 
terms, which, in the language of Scripture, Christian antiquity, and 
common usage, bear different senses in different circumstances. 



SECTION V. 

On the Power of forgiving Sins, and the I'recept of Confession. 

Tbe Catholic Church is charged with impiety, in usurping ike 
power of forgiving sins ; and with spiritual tyranny, in imposing on 
the people the yoke of confession. 

The Catholic Church cannot be charged with impiety, for exerci- 
sing powers given by Christ to his apostles and to their lawful suc- 
cessors ; nor with tyranny, in enforcing the observance of the precept 
of Christ. 

Catholics believe, that Christ granted lo bis apostles, and tlie 
priests of his Church, power tu forgive siiis, by the administration of 
the sacraments of baptism and penance, to those who are duly dis- 
posed lo receive this grace. They believe that the sacrament of 
penance is an institution of Christ, no less than the sacrament of 
baptism. The belief of both rests on the same foundation. 

In both these sacraments, sin is forgiven by the ministry of man. 
" Be baptized every one of you, for the remission of sins," Acta ii. 
38; "whose sins \ou shall vorgive, they are forgiven," John 
XX. 23. But no actual sin can be forgiven at the mere will of any pope, 
or any priest, or any person whomsoever, without a sincere sorrow 
for having offended God, and a firm resolution to avoid future guilt, 
and lo atone for past transgressions. Any person who receives abso- 
bttion without these necessary dispositions, far from obtaining the 
remission of his sina, incurs the additional guilt of hypocrisy and pro- 
fanation. 



niuUitudes to be miraculous, and were contrived by the artful priest- 
hood, for the express purpose that they might appear to be so ? To go 
no farther back, have there been no weeping and winking Madonnai 
in Rome and Italy during the last thirty years ? 

Nay, is it not within the last/oMr years that the king, queen, royal 
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'* xieive ye the Holy Ghost. Whosesoever sins ye 'remi^ they afe 
'< remitted unto them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are rer 
'^tained.'" 

On the doctrine of penance, however, is grounded the precept of 
confession. Confession q/* sin (that is, auricular coryission) is 
requisite for penance, and penance for absolution. Thi^ is th# 
natural order in the Romish Church ; although, in the primitive 
Christian Church, the ministers of religion were bound to offer abso^ 
lution,'mihe name of Gob, to all iruhf penitent sinners^ tbo.ii|^ they 
should not seek it at their hands by particular confession ; and to ex- 
hort and beseech men generally '* to be reconciled to God/' by their 
ministry. Open and scandalous sins only were made the subjects of 
penance. This godly discipline was first superseded in the Church 
of Rome by Leo 1. called the Great, about the middle of the 
fifth century ; who gave a general permission, that such sins might be 
confessed privately to a priest appointed for that purpose, instead of 
th6ir being confessed^ as theretofore, in the face of the congregation. 
So that the whole Roman doctrine and practice, as they now stand, 
were a change of the 'ancient discipline of the Church ; — a chd'h~g*e,as 
^osheini observes, ^' by which one of the greatest restraints upoh 
'* licentiousness, and the only remaining barrier of chastity were en- 
** tirely removed; and the actions of Christians were subject to no 
" other scrutiny than that of the clergy."* 



REMARKS ON SECTION VI. 



' ; « The Catholic Church is charged/' etc.] In fte "gi4nt%' df ' inn 
*dul^e4ices, Ihe Roman Church is certainly chai^eable WUh ' Ult 4lie 
'^on^'e<{uerices that may arise from suc^ concession. It ^oiildF he 
■very extraordinary indeed, if she professedly '* gjlve leave 'to cbnnnit 
'* s/n/* by granting them ; biit if they are geilerally found to dncoi^ra^ 
ihe ignorant in sin and presumption,' she virtually gives fli'dt leave. " * 
^ ^ It is no pardon of sin at all.**] But it is most intiiMtely -a«s()<- 
ciated wife it. What else did the present pope, in 'his buft ibf ii>dic«- 
tiod for the jubilee of the last year, mean "by saTying — ** Durmg this 
" year of jubilee, we mercifully in the Lord grant and impart a pk^ 
" nary indulgence, remission, and pardon of all their sins, to all the 
** faithful in Christ, etc. f " The temporal punishment, mentioned Tn 
the Declaration, is the ptintsAme;!^ in purgatory, which, it is 8aid» 



■ John XX. 22, 23. 

* Moshrfm's Eccles. Hist. cent. 5, par. 2. c. 4.§ 3. 
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SEfiTION VI. 



I^e obligation of sacrahenta l confession to a priest is not an 
imposition of the Church, but a precept of Chkist.' Without the 
voluntary confession of the penitent, the power of forgiving or re- 
taining sins could not be exercised with discretion anil judgment by 
the minister of Me sAciiAMENT of penance. The confession of 
ains could never have been introduced, had it not been receiredyrowt 
THE BEGINNING as a divine ordinance for the remission of sins. 
It has been practised from the earliest ages of Christianity.* It is 
attended with the most salutary effects. Besides being the means of 
obtaining the remission of sin, it affords relief to the troubled con- 
science, and opportunities of reclaiming deluded sinners from mischie- 
vous projects, and of causing repanition to be made for injuries dune 
to persons, property, or character. It may be ridiculed by such as 
" blaspheme those things which tkei/ know not," [2 Pet. ii, 12.) but 
will be ever cherished as a merciful and salutary institution by those 
who are sincerely sorry for llieir sins, and earnestly sue for pardon. 



SECTION VI. 

On Indulgences. 



The Catholic Church is charged with encouraging guilt by giving 
leave to commit sin, and granting ait anticipated pardon for sins to 
come, by indulgences. 

The Catholic Church rejects with abhorrence the imputation, (hat, 
by granting an indurgeuce, she grauta permission to commit sin, or a 
pardon for sins to come. Ati indulgence, in the sense of the Callto- 
lic Church, is no pardon for sin at all: it is only a remission of tlie 
whole, or a part of the temporal pHnisliment, which the justice of 
■God often reserves to be undergone by the sinner, after the guilt of 
his sin has been remitted. 



family, and whole court of Portugal, went in soli 

their devotions to " Our Lady of tlie Cave," (m 

racca) an image of the Virgin, about four inches long, lately found in 

a. hole near Lisbon? And did not this imag^e perform miracles, which 

are recorded by authority? See Mrs. Marianne Baillie's "Lisbon;" 

Letters 40, 44, and 53. 

» Where to be found ? 

* To God certainly, but not to the priest. 
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** God often reserves to be undergone by the sinner, after the guilt 
** of his sin is remitted,'* And to this effect proceeds the pope^ in 
the Bull just cited : — " To you it belongs, venerable brethren J to 
*' explain with perspicuity the power of indulgences ; what is their 
** efficacy, not only in the remission of canonical penancci but also 
*' of the temporal punishment due to the divine justice for past sin; 
'' and what succour is afforded out of this heavenly treasure, from the 
** merits o/* Christ and his saints, to such as have departed real 
*' penitents in the love of God, yet before they had duly satisfied, 
** by fruits worthy of penance, for their sins of commission and 
*' omission, and are now purifying in the fire of purgatory, — 
*' that an entrance may be opened for them into their eternal coun- 
*' try, into which nothing that is defiled is admitted/' 

The granting of indulgences does therefore, to a certain extent, im<- 
ply the pardon of sins. And suclb is the close connexion of the 
doctrine of indulgences with that of purgatory, that the 
former of these was almost a natural consequence of the latter ; and 
they must stand and fall together: both together have beeu the 
source of immense ififluence and revenue to the Roman Church* See 
page 32. 

" Was given by Christ to St. Peter/' etc.] This may very safely 
be denied. The doctrine of purgatory was never authoritative^ 
propounded in the Roman Church till the latter end of the sixth 




** ages" of the Church. The assertion is in the very face of history, and 
is founded upon a misrepresentation of that remarkable passage in 
Matth. xvi. 16 — 19, vihich has been verified in widely different cir- 
cumstances from those which related to purgatory and indulgences. 

** Surely y therefore, the doctrine,'* etc.] 'The sacrament of 
penance, auricular confession, and the doctrine of indulgences^ were 
the arbitrary impositions of* the Church of Rome during a corrupt 
and unenlightened period : and it is impossible td see, especially if we 
look to the moral and religious state of those countries where she 
still rules with the most absolute sway, how they can produce those 
excellent effects which are here attributed to them. £xperience is 
the only test of truth in this case. " By their fruits ye shall know 
*' them." Matth. vii. 16—20. 



SECTION VI. 69 



The power of granting the remission of this temporal punishment 
was given by Christ to St. Peter and his successors^ and has been 
exercised from the earliest ages. An indulgence, so far from ex- 
empting sinners from works of penance and piety, ia an encouragement 
to die performance of such works^ since they are prescribed as con- 
ditions for gaining the benefit of an indulgence. 



Surely, therefore, the doctrine of the Catholic Church concerning 
the sacrament of penance^ confession, and indulgences, does not tend 
to relax Christian morality, nor to encourage guilt, nor facilitate the 
commission of crime ; but rather to put an end to sin, and to promote 
the exercise of every Christian virtue amo'ng men. 
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REMARKS ON SECTION VII. 



'* We cannot sufficiently express our astonishment^*' etc.] The 
whole of this Section is very plausible, and may possibly have been 
written with sincerity, though appearances are rather against this sup- 
position: but still it must be recollected^ that it forms part only of 
the Declaration of the individual Romish prelates who have signed 
it^ and is destitute of all further authority. It speaks not the lan- 
guage of Meir Church, as expressed in her decrees, and canons, 
9nd in the general conduct of her popes ,- and to these, and ti^se 
ONLY, must we refer, as the authentic source of itiforms^tion as^ to 
her real doctrines. I havQ already stated, from decrees 9pd canons 
^hich are still in force, what her reai doctrine is upon the subject of 
an oath^ and especially an oath cf allegiance ; and have given ej:^- 
phs, to demonstra(te the manner in which that doctrine ht^ been 
allowed to operate in this country, even in modern times, lu order 
therefore to avoid repetition, 1 beg leave to refer the reader to what 
I have advanced on the subject in pages 15 — 21 of these Remarks. 

** Or dispense with any oath by which a Catholic^* etc.] There 
is a degree of reservation here observable, which, in an avowed 
declaration of principles^ ought by all mean^ to hav0 bfen iivpi^^d. 
Besides by ^' (illegiance to his sovebi^ign/' it is lief« in^ip^M^ted 
that '* the Catholic" is bound by '* ap obligation qfduty orjmtiti^ (9 A 

THIRD PERSON.'^ NoW, who shoi|ld this THIRD PQRI|Q^ ImS^ tO 

whom '' Catholics" are thus bound, but th^ Pdp^ i T!\ih qvg]^ t0, 
have been openly and fairly stated, that Protestants, who are generally 
unacquainted in this country with^the ecclesiastical policy of Romb, 
might not be circumvented. All Romanists, in this country as well 
as every other^ are compelled, by their very Creed, ** to /promise and 
" swear true obedience to the Roman Bishop, the successor of 
" St. Peter :^* and, of course, they cannot truly take that oath of 
allegiance to the king, in the true sense thereof, which is prescribed 
by the political constitution of the land :* they cannot acknow- 
ledge him as, under God, Me supreme head of the CAi/rcA within 
his dominions ; and therefore, as we have seen in a former part of 
this Declaration, they only acknowledge that '^ to the king they 



See the next Remark. 
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SECTION VII. 

On the Obligation of an Oath. 

Catholics ure charged with holding, that they are not ^ound by an 
oath, and that the pope can dispense them from all the oaths they 
may have taken. 

We cannot sufficiently express our astonishment at such a charge. 
We hold that the obligation of an oath is most sacred ; for by an 
oath, man calls the Almighty Searcher of Hearts to witness the sincerity 
9/ his conviction of the truth of what he asserts^^ and his fidelity in 
i>,erforming the engagement he makes. Hence, whosoever s weft's 
fals^y, or violates the lawful engagement he hsU cpnfirmed by an 
6ath, not only offends against truth or justice, but s^^inst religion. 
He b guilty of the enormous crime of perjury. 



' Np pp^ver \u Quy pQpe, or cqiiQcil, or in ai^ iadiyidual or bodji of 
iiH*i iay^ted ^iiti i^uthorily in the Catholic Cbui^^ c^ v^k^ ik 
kwfvl for a Caljliolip to co^firip finy falsehood by an. of^th ; or di«-^ 
p^nse with any tmx^, bjr which a Catholic has (^onfirined hjs dii^ of 
allegiance tp )ii9 j^ovbrbign, or any obiigattQn of duty qt justice tos 
s^ TQiBi^ |>£«soK. He who talos an o^ is bound to Qb9^H9 itf 
in t|ie obvious m^aping of the ^ord9» Qr io the known mining of th^ 
Dcraon to nvfacm it i» sworn. 



" owe tkt highest civil honor ," (page 59.) in other worda^ " their 
" allegiance is divided." And this is a FACT which should neter 
be lost sight of. 



REMARKS ON SECTION VIII. 



" Allegiance relates not to spiritual, but to civil dutiei"} 
This is certainly a very modest assertion, for " the vicars apostolical" 
ia this country ! But it conveys a proposition, which no good Pro- 
testant, who duly feels the inestimable blessings he enjoys by living 
under the British Constitution, will for one moment allow : it is, in 
itself, palpably yb/se, as applied to the Protestant subjects of the 
empire. In fact, " allegiance is the tie, or ligamen, which binds 
" the subject to the king, in return for that protection which the king 
" affords the subject." ' It ia founded in reason, and in the nature of 
government. According to Bracton, and agreeably to the law of (be 
land, "Rex est vicarius et minister Dei in terra: omnis quidem 
" sub eo est, et ipse sub nullo, nisi tantum sub Deo ;" — the king is 
the representative and minister of God within his dominions; he is 
supreme over all, and is subject to none, but Gou only, Allegiance 
therefore includes every thing which regards bis royal person, his 
crown, dignity, and prerogative. But one essential part of his sti/k 
and lilleia, that he is " the supreme head of the Church" established by 
law within the United Kingdom ; and by virtue of this supremacy, be 
swears at his coronation, that he will, " to the utmost of his power, 
" maintain the laws of Gon, the true profession of the Gospel, and 
"the Protestant reformed religion established by law; 
" as also, that he will preserve to the bishops and clergy of this realm, 
" and to the Churches committed to their charge, all such rights and 
" privileges, as bylaw do, or shall appertain to them, or any of them" 
Are not these duties, then, of an ecclesiastical and spiritual 
nature ; and does not " allegiance relate to" these i 

Is it justifiable in these popish dignitaries, now that (in order to 
do away many of tlie penalties and disabilities under which they, and 
other Romanists, must otherwise have laboured) they are permitted 
,* that " they do not believe that the pope of Rome, or any 



^^B * Bracton, as cited by Sir Wm. Blackstone, in his Commentaries, 
^^H Vol. i. p. 241. edit. 15. See also Vol. iv. p. 74. of the same work. ] 
^H * See the form of the oath, 31 Geo. III. c. 32. 



□entaries, .. 
voilc^HH 
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SECTION VIII. 

On Allegiance to our Sovereign, and Obedience to the Pope* 

Catholics are charged with dividing their allegiance between their 
temporal sovereign and the pope. 

Allegiance relates not to spiritual, but to civil duties ; to those 
temporal tributes and obligations^ which the subject owes to the 
person of his sovereign^ and to the authority of the state. 
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** other foreign prince, prelate, or potentate, hath or ought to have 
" any temporal or civil jurisdiction, power, superiority, or pre- 
" eminence, directly or indirectly, within this realm :^* — thus beings 
with great liberality, excused, on acount of their unalterable religious 
principles, yrom swearing allegiance to the king as suprbmehbad 
o/'the Church established by law; — is it justifiable in them to turn 
rounds and tell the British, nation^ that ^' al;.egiance relates not 
** to spiritual, but to civil duties?" 

Doul^Uess^ the nation will say to them, jn reply : — " Your allegiance, 
*' from your own account, is very different from ours: you pay 
^* not allegiance to Me King in relation to the spiritual 
*' duties he has to perform ; but to the Pope of Rom e ; and there- 
'^ fore your allegiance is divided/* 

Having shown the insidiousness and utter falsehood of tfieir posi- 
tion, I will now let them proceed to work upon it as they will ; merely 
referring the reader to pages 21, 4^, and 70, where this subject of 
divided allegiance has been already discussed. 

*^ Is perfect and undivided"'} For the truth of this assertion, as 
relating to their sovereign, I refer to what has just been said. 
The whole of what is here asserted is a miserable quibble, beside the 
mark, founded entirely upon the erroneous explanation they have 
given of the term allegiance. 



*' Being absolutely distinct," etc.] How long have they remained 
so in former times, whenever the bishops of Rome have possessed 
the power of asserting their own supremacy in ecclesiastical matters i 



SECTION Vlll, J5 

Hy l)ie term spiritual, we here mean that whicli m its nature tends 
iHreclly to a superiiuCiiral end, or lo produce a supeniatural effect. 
Tlius the office of teaching the doctrines of faith, ihe administration 
of the sacraments, the cunfening and exercising of jurisdiction purely 
ecclesiastical, aie spiritual matters. 

By the term temporal, we meaii ihat which in its nature tends 
directly to the end of civit society, Tims the right of making laws 
for the civil government of the state, the administration of civil jus- 
tice, the appoinlmeul of civil magistrates and military officers, are 
tempora/ matters. 



The allegiance which Catholics hold to be due, and are bound lo 
pay their sovereign, and to the civil authority of the slate, is perfect 
and undivided. l"hey do not divide their allegiance between their 
sovereign and any other power on earth, whether temporal or eccle- 
siastical. They acknowledge in the sovereign, and in the constituted 
government of these realms, a supreme civil and temporal authority, 
which is entirely distinct from, and totally independent of, the Pope, 
and of ihe Catholic Church. They declare that neither ihe Pope nor 
any other prelate ur ecclesiastical person of the Roman Catholic 
Church, has, in virtue of his spiritual or ecclesiastical character, any 
right, directly or indirectly, lo any civil or temporal jurisdiction, 
power, superiority, pre-eminence, or authority, within this realm ; nor 
lias any right to inierfere, directly or indirectly, in the civil government 
of the United Kingdom, or any part thereof ; nor to oppose, in any 
manner, the performance of the civil duties which are due to his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, from all or any of his Majesty's 
subjects; nor to enforce ihe performance of any spiritual ot ecclesias- 
tical duty by any civil or temporal means. They hold themselves 
bound in conscience to obey the civil government of this realm in 
all things of a temporal and civil nature, notHithstanding any dispen- 
sation or order to the contrary, had, or to be had, from the Po p e, or 
U7IU aulhoriCj/ of' the Church o/'Rome. 

Hence we declare, that, by rendering obedience mspiritual matters 
to Me PoPK, Catholics do notwithbold any portion of their allegiance 
to their king, and that their allegiance is entire and undivided; the 
at?// power of the ffa/e, and the spiritual aislhotiiy of the Catholic 
Church, being absolutely distinct, and being never intended by thctr 
Divine Author to interfere or clask with each other. 
I , " Render unto Csesar the things that are Cxsar's, and to God _ 

^^<^die things that are God's." ■■■■■'•' ^:^^^J 
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REMARKS ON SECTION IX. 



** British Catholics are charged," etc.] This subject baa been 
sufficiently adverted to in page 23. of these Remarks. 



REMARKS ON SECTION X. 



'* Those divinely^estaUished conditions/^] How earnest has the 
Church of Rome ever been^ since she reared her head above all other 
Churches^ that all men should be saved ! On the authority of her 
own assumed infallibility, she has propounded the Articles of her 
Creed, f' without restriction or qualification,'^ as *' that true 
^* Catholic faith, out of which none can 6e saved/' (Article 
XIV.) And then, in Uie Article at the end^ (which, in Great Britain, 
is now only produced occasionally!) she urges, with becoming 
earnestness, the great duty of proselytism upon all those who are 
possessed of office or authority under her. This, indeed, she en- 
forces, as we have seen, under the solemn pledge of a promise, vow, 
and oath. Not content with this, if any should prove reluctant to 
receive her doctrines and embrace her feith, they are to be '' comr 
*^ pelled," if possible, to come into her communion, bj the force of 
bodily torture; and, if that should prove unavailing, by the most 
terrible of deaths, for the sake of example, and to prevent further 
contamination by heresy. Such has been invariably the case where 
she has possessed the requisite power. On this charitable principle, 
the holy office of the inquisition was founded by that meek and 
compassionate pontiff Innocent III. in 1215 ; and heresy^hunting 
soon became a profession of great celebrity. How prosperously the 
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SECTION IX. 

On the Claim of British Catholics to the Property of the Church 

Establishment in England. 

British Catholics are charged with entertaining a pretended right to 
the property of the Established Church in Efigland. 

We consider such a charge to be totally without foundation. We 
declare that we entertain no pretension to such a claim. We regard 
all the revenues and temporalities of the Church Establishment as the 
property of those on whom they are settled by the laws of the land. 
W^ disclaim any rights title^ or pretension to the same. 



SECTION X. 

On the Doctrine of Exclusive Salvation. 

Catholics are charged with uncharitableness, in holding the doC' 
trine of exclusive salvation. 

Catliolics are taught by their Church to love all men, without ex<* 
ception ; to wish that all may be saved ; and to pray that all may be 
saved, and may come to the knowledge of the trutb^ by which they 
may be saved. 

If the Almighty himself has assigned -certain cofiditions, without the 
observance of which man cannot be saved, — ^it would seem to be an 
act of impiety to attempt to annul those divinely-established condi^ 
tions ; and an act of great uncharitableness towards a fellow-mad, to 
tell him that he may be saved, without complying with the conditioas 
prescribed by the Almighty. 
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work of conversion, or extermination, (for there was no medium 
between the two) has proceeded, the pages of history most amply 
declare. 

*' Belongs to the law of Chrjist"'] Where has " the law of Christ " 
attached exclusive salyatiok Id the Creed of the Church of 
Rome; and thus sanctioned the persecutions and inhumanities 
liifhicfa have followed i Does not rather^ on the contrary^ an evei'- 
memorable prophecy connected with thiU law describe her as 
" drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood 
^ qfihe martyrs of Jesuit Christ ?" — Rev. xvii. 6. 

*' Has not Christ, who commands the belief,*' etc,] The Vvtiole oF 
die reasoning which follows, as applied to the doctrine of E!xcLt7d] ve 
ikALYATiON-as %eM by the Church of RomR^ is pi-e^steltMisly 
libsurd. 

- l» it, because Qob, of his infinite meney, having '' winkeclni th^ 
** times of Gentile ignorAnoe," whei^ever and wherever they migUt 
have occurred, upon the display of the light of his glorious Gospel 
among nations which had thus ** walked in darkness/' commandetfa 
all those that behold it, or bave oppol-tunities of beholding it, '^ eyesry 
*^ where to repent, because he hath appointed a day in which be will 
** jud|e the wpcid " by Jesus Christ ? — 

Is It, because Jesus Christ himself, ** the Mediator of this new 
^^ Cov^ant/' has graciously, and in the clearest, manner, propitefilled 
the merciful and salutary conditions of it, to the .performance w nofh 

Crfomdmce of which, when known, the hapf^inevs or misery of aien, 
th '^bei^ flUid hereafter, mast, irom the very liattlire of .things, b^ 
itltehed;)^ ; 

Is it because the Christian covenant is not, and cannbt'bei withcMi 
ils. doHtSiionSp any >more tban any other cot&mmt 1^ — 
' Is 'it on these accounts, ihst^he Church of fioiabe, bringing ibrvuM 
bbr-olvn 'mabiFold corruptions of the Gospel, and her own misNprt^ 
9mUitionB ^ tbe conditions of the Christian covenant, (her tloctfiiier 
tiX^x)A^'ikimfauthoritg of her ^^ apostalkal waA eedestaatkai i%AM 
*' DiTioNs" — of her sacraments of coNiBj^RafATib-N/, jiNiiliAti^^^ 

extreme UNCTION, ORDER, and MATRIMONY of TRANSUB- 

STANTIATION of PURGATORY of the INVOCATIOIf OjT SAINTS 

-—of the WORSHIPPING of IMAGES and RELICS — of the POWER 

of INDULGENCES, — and, in short, '* all other things delivered, 
defined, and declared, by the sacred canons and general councils, 
and particularly by the Holy Council o/" Trent/' involving many 
things, as we have seen, repugnant to sound doctrine, and subversive 
of the order and well-being of society) enforces the belief of them, 
by presuming to say, that that which she propounds is '^ the true 
" Catholic faith, out of which none can be saved?" 

The thing would be utterly incredible, in these enlightened days, 
did we not know that ** popery is always the same," and if we 
had it not under the hands of ** the vicars apostolical and 
** their coadjutors," who signed this Declaration. Assuredly, 
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The doctrinal principle of exclusive salvation belongs to the law 

of Christ; . > 



, Has not Christy who commands the belief of his revealed doctrines, 
pronounced, that Ae that bdieveth not shall be coiidemned? ()ilark 
XV]. 16.) Hai9 not Christ, who instituted baptism for the remission MsSf 
sins, declared that, except a man be born again of water and of the 
'Rolv Ghost, Ac CANi^oT enter into the kingdom of God? (John iii. 
5.) ' Has tiot St. Paul enumerated a list of crimes, such as ndulterf, 
idolatry, hatred, seditions^ heresies, murders, drunkenness^ 8cc. of wbidk 
Ke declares, they who do such things, shall not obtain the ktngdomdf 
God ? (Galat. v. ^l.\ Are ndt these exclusive conditions? 

Whoever professes the law of Christ, must pt-ofess the principte 
and doctrine of exclusive salvation. It is not the Catholic, it is^xGHill 
himself, who will exclude from heaven those who are not duly ffiAV- 
fied for It by faith and good works. 

Biit the Catholic, while lie is bound to admit, and with ^fiirm *faift 
to believe, this doctrinal principle, is bound also by the divine- -ooinl- 
fbandment not to judge: he is not allowed therefc/re lb prc^arnicetren^ 
tence of condemnation against those who may die in an apparisdt t^te 
!of sin. At( those he leaves to the righteous judgment of the 'Oredt 
Searcher of Hearts^ who at the last tlay will redder to every man ac<- 
cfordinj^ to bis works. r ^ . - 

.But surely charity, as weH as truth, ti^ust forbid oneOhri^tHm to 
deceive another in a matter of such high im'portance as the eternal 
salvation of his soul. He who should persuade his neighbour that 
no condition for salvation is required on the part of man, would 
deceive him : he who adrtiits that -afihf one "silch condition is required 
by the Almighty, admits the principle oi exclusive salvation. 
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'' ttie law of Christ/' of which they have just spoken, has nothing to 
do with the doctrines just specified, except to condemn them : and 
the very mention of that sacred code has only been introduced, for 
the purpose of, as far as possible, concealing^ and diverting the public 
attention fromy these enormities of the Romish system. 



REMARKS ON SECTION XL 



*' Catholics are charged with holding the principle,*^ etc.] That 
the Roman Church is so charged, and justly so charged, ia i^vident 
from the conduct, and from a special decree, of one of her oion 
GENERAL COUNCILS — the councH of Constance, in 1415 ; for 
SHE has never expressed disapprobation of that conduct, nor, «f 
consequence, rescinded that decree. If, indeed, she had done so^ 
where would have been her infallibility i This will effectually 
secure the maintenance of all her errors, both in principle and in 
practice, to ^' the time of the end,*' notwithstanding all the tm- 
warranted assertions of individuals of her communion to the con- 
tnury. 

** British Catholics have solemnly snH>m," etcJ] Such certaiqly has 
been part of the oath administered (according to SI Geo. ,|IL 
c 5fi.) to individual Romanists in this country ; and they have a worn 
it in their own behalf, to be thereby ** relieved from divers penalti^ 
'^ and disabilities ;" and, in the taking of this oath, it is to be hoped 
they have been generally sincere : but the principle of their Church, 
and that upon which sJie has generally acted, remains the same; 
and that principle is, — '^ that oaths, which contravene the utility of 
** therjCnvRCH, and the constitutions of the holt fathers^ are 
^' rather to be called perjuries than oaths.'' ' 



CONCLUSION. 



^In the foregoing Remarks, it has been endeavoured to state, <' in 
'' the simplicity of truth,'' and from the most undeniable authorities, 
such doctrines of the Roman Church, as are said, in the Declani* 
tion, to have been ^' most frequently misrepresented or misunderstood 
'^ in this country;" and to explain the genuine meanings the antiquity, 
the certainty, and tendency of them : and it is confidently hoped 
that these Remarks will be received, by those to whom they are ad- 
dressed, *' in a spirit of candour and charity ;" and that those who 



' See the whole that has been advanced upon this subject in pages 
17,19,21. 
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SECTION XI. 

On keeping Faith with Heretics. 

Catholics aw charged wilb holding the principle, that they ar£ 
not bound to keep faith with Heretics. 

As Catholics, we hold and we dieclare, that all Cdtfaolics are bound 
by the law of nature, and by the law of revealed religion, to observe 
the duties of fidelity and justice to all nien^ without any e^eptioo of 
persons, and without any distinction of nation and religioii. 



British Catholics havlB solemnly dworn, that ** they r^ee.t txsA de- 
'' test that unchristian and iinpibus principle, that faith is iiot to Ite 
" kept with heretics br infldfels/* 

^ft^r this, the imputation of their holding this principle, caatiot 
but be felt by thenfi as grievoiisly injurious to tbeir religiotisaiiil nfitjtstl 
character. J 

A 

. ■* 



CONCLUSION. 



Having, in the foregoing Declaration, endeavoured to state, in the 
simplicity of truth, such doctrines of our. Church as are n&<Mft fre- 
quently misrepresented or misunderstood in this country, iihd to 
explain the meaning in which Catholics understand the terms by 
which these doctrines are expressed in the language of their Church ; 
we confidently trust that this Declaration and Explanation will be 
received by all our fellow-subjects in a spirit of candour and charity ; 
and that those who have been hitherto ignorant of, or but imperfectly 
acquainted with our doctrines of faith, will do us the justice to ac- 
knowledge, that, as Catholics, we hold no religious principles, and 
entertain no opinions flowing from those principles, which are not 

F 
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^ hate been hitherto ignorant of, or but imperfecify acquaviie4*viMi 
" these doctrines/' will now see how greatly *' the religious primi- 
** pks" of the Roman Churchy and *' the op«/iio»« Sotting; /Vom 
''those principles/' are inconsistent ** with the sACJiViD,. duties 
*' which " British Romanists, " as Christians^ owe to Jlmigbty 
<' God ; witli the cit7i7 duties, which^ as subjects, tliey owe to ^eir 
'' sovereign, and ^Ae constituted civil government of their country ; 
'' and with all the social duties which^ as citizens, they owe tt> their 
'' fellow subjects.'' \ 

Of this Declaration, I might say to my fellow Protestants, in the 
words of Laocoon, — 

Creditis avectos hostes ? aut ulla putatis 
Dona carere dolis Danaiim ? Sic notus Ulysses ? ■ • 
/ Aut hsec in nostros fabricata est machina muros, 
•■ Inspectura domos,, ventnraque desnpei^ urbi ; . 
Aiit aliauis latet error: equo ne credite, Teucri. ' -- ;v 

Quidquid id est, timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. 

But nothing, in this case, is left to conjecture. The OecViration 
itself stands forth as a remarkable instance of the continued operation 
of that principle already noted,^ on which the Church of ^^mi> h^ 
uniformly act^, from the fourth century to the present time. In it 
is to be seen all that (avarij t?^ ahxla^^) *^ deceitfulness of unriffh- 
.*' /eoii^new,**— that lamb-like and sanctimonious appearance, which 
have ever been assumed by the regular and secular orders of that 
Church, (her two great instruments of rule) whenever her interests 
were to be promoted, or her dominion extended. It has therefore 
been necessary, in the preceding Remarks, to draw aside, in some 
small degree, the disguise which has thus been adopted on the pre- 
sent occasion ; and to exhibit, from her own showing, what her real 
doctrines are; — how she can fulminate, when it suits her purpose;^ — 
what means she can employ, when she possesses the power, for the 
extirpation of those who oppose her authority. 



* Quoted from pages 7 and 9 of the Declaration. 

* See pages 17 and 19. ^ 2 Thess. ii. 10. 

^ Kal elve Kipara di^ ^iioca 'APNIflf rac IXdXec ^s APAKON. Ret. 

mi. 11. 



perfectly consistent with our duties as Christians^ and as British sub- 
jects. 

This Declaration, we, the undersigned^ approve, and publish, as an 
exposition of our principles and doctrines, on the subjects to which it 
refers. 

Here accordingly follow the names of the Romish bishops: — 

. + William, Bishop of Halia^ Vic. Apost. io the London diUricL 

•f Peter Bemardin, Bishop of Thespia, Vic. AposU in the fVesiem 
district. , 

+ Thonias, Bishop of Bolina, Vic. Apost. io the Northern district* 
+ Thomas, Bishop of Cambi/sopolis, Vic. Apost. in the Midland dis- 
trict. 

+ Alexander, Bishop of MaximianopofiSf Vic. Apost. in the Lowland 
district in Scotland. 

+ Ranald, Bishop of -^r^n^fe/ff, Vic. Apost. in the Highland district 
in Scotland. 

+ Peter Augustine, Bishop of 5^^, Coadjutor in the Western district, 
+ James, Bishop of Usula, Coadjutor in the London district* 
^ -f Thomas, Bishop of f^ropum. Coadjutor in lAe Northern district, 
''" -f Alexander, Bishop of Cylnstra, Coadjutor in the Lowland disMbi 
in Scotland. 
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APPENDIX. 



Since writing tbe foregotng work, a recent pultlicatiuu, from the 
pen of a most eminent Prcliite, has fortunately come to my [land's, 
itbich givea me an opportunily of enriching my pages, and confirming 
my pOEJtions and conclusions, by some observaligns, which, both iif 
respect to style and spirit, will afford the greatest possible contrast to 
tbe " Declaration" through the pages of which 1 have been obliged, 
by a sense of duty, to drudge, for the framing of the preceding " jRe- 
" marks." The publication to which I allude is entitled " A Charge 
" delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese of Loudon, at the Visilacioii 
" in July 1826, by William, Lord Bishop of Londou." And in this 
hia Lordship says : — 

\. " \a respect to her external relations, llie affiiira of the Church 
" have proceeded not unsatisfactorily since our last meeting. Among 
" llie most remarkable events which have occurred during that period, 
" is the revival of controversy relating to the pretensions and doc- 
" trines of the Roman Catholic Church, wiiich, in this country at 
" least, had ceased for many years to excite any considerable degree 
" of attention. The weakness of the grounds on which lliat Church 
" rests her claims to spiritual sovereignty over Christendom, the 
*' authority which she assigns to tradition as a rule of faith, and the 
*' unscriptural character of many ot those doctrines which she imposes 
" on the belief of Christians, had been so clearly demonstrated by 
" the early reformers, and again by our divines after the iiestoration, 
" as to satisfy the nation at large of the necessity of separating from 
" a communion, which required the sacrilice of liberty and truth, 
" by the acknowledgment of an usurped power, and the profession 
" of a corrupt faith. The argumefits on both sides having been 
" sifted again and again, and placed in every different view, the dts- 
" cussions were gradually discontinued, or, if renewed from time fo 
" time by the zeal of divines, excited little interest. A long and 
" active hostility subsided into a virtual truce : the Protestant laid 
" down his arms in ihe confidence of victory, and the Roman 
" Catholic was unwilling to renew an attack, from which, though 
" firm in hia persuasion, he had been taught by experience to expect 
'■ no beneficial result In consequence of this mutual forbearance, 
" the reasons of our separation from Rome, and the real principles 
" of the Roman Catholic Chureh, which once had been generally 
" knoivn, were no longer familiar to ihe public : and many persons 
" were led to imagine, that a change had been insensibly wrought \a 
'■' bei system, that she had modified her objectionable tenets, had be- 
'' come more tolerant to Christians of other persuasions, and was dis- 
' posed, if not formally to disavow her exclusive pretensions, yet 
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" to absUiii from pressing ilmni. U is tnie, ibat llie principles 
" M'hiclt were taught in her acliools of divinity, as well as the public 
" documenla put forth by her highest authorities, contradicteil this 
" charitubie supposition \ but few persons wonid be at the trouble of 
" eicamining lectures in theology ; and it was said, with some s!iow of 
" probability, that oflicial papers must speak the language of form, 
'^'Which is prescribed by ancient usage^ and is not always to be 
" understood in its strict sense." 

■ Upon these principles we ni;iy chiefly account for that favourable 
light in which the claims of ilie " Roman Catholics" to politicul 
power have been regarded by many liberally-minded and most re- 
spectable persons in this country ^^a misapprehension, however, which 
has been greatly increased by the deceptive influence of the Decla- 
rations of some of the Roman Catliolic body themselves. But the 
Bishop proceeds : — 

II. " The silence has, however, been broken ; and the question at 
" issue between the Reformers and the Roman Catholic Church has 
"been warmly debated on religious grounds, and, on both sides, with 
" no mean ability. Of the issue of such a controversy, even hud the 
" cause of truth been defended willi less power of reason and elo- 
" quence than was displayed on this occasion, there could be little 
" doubt, in the estimation at least of every Protestant, our adver- 
" saries have equally failed in the proof of their charges against our 
" National Church, and in defence of their own. It is not my in- 
" tention to enter into the general question, any branch of which is 
*' too targe for ihe present occasion, and which has been ably and 
" amply discussed in publications which are in the hands of every one. 
" The point to which I would draw your attention, is the light which 
" has been thrown, in the result of the controversy, oil the character 
" of the Koniish Church ; the utter disproval of any alteration, or 
" even the possibihiy of any alteration, in her principles, claims, or 
" doctrines. Whatever difference of opinion, under the connivance, 
" if not the allowance, of her rulers, may be tolerated, in some 
" respects and in some countries, — all her divines of any authority 
" agree in asserting, that she alone, with the successor of St. Peter 
" at her head, the representative of Christ upon earth, is the. one, 
" holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, out of whose bosom there is 
" no salvation; that to ber all Churches are subject, as their motlier 
" and mistress ; the parent to whom ihey are indebted for their 
" being; Ihe sovereign from whom they derive their authority, and to 
'* whom llieir allegiance is due ;— that in virtue of the promises of 
" Christ and the continual assistance of his Spirit, she is infalhbie, ex- 
" empt from the possibility of error in matters of faith, and auihor- 
" ized to enforce her decisions on the conscience of alt Christians. 
" The unity of faith, of worship, of government, all drawn to a point 
" under the supremacy of the Pope, is essential to the constitution of 
" her Church, and adtnits of no impeachment. Iler authority she 
" cannot renounce in the slighlest particular, because, emanating from 
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'' Christ, a9 a trust to be exercised for the good of mankind, it is 
'^ inherent and inalienable ; nor can she subject her doctrines to revi- 
*f sion, because infallibility precludes aberration froin'truth, and truth 
•f is incapable of variation. The system of doctrine, which she is 
thus engaged to maintain, has been long since' denned and * esta- 
blished by the Council of Trent, and the Creed of Pius IV'. \vhich 
latter embodies the peculiar doctrines rejected by Protestants, and 
** enjoins, under pain of damnation, their reception by every Christian, 
'^ together with implicit belief of all that is held by the Romish 
** Church, and the renunciation of all opposite errors. To this must 
^' be added, her utter rejection of any distinction of doctrines iiito 
'* fundamental or not fundamental : she regards not the importance of 
^* the doctrine : it is the slight to her authority which subjects the 
** offender to anathema, for the obvious reason, that by impugning her 
^* judgment on the most insignificant point, he questions her pretence 
'* to infallibility. This is in effect the great strength of the Uoiiiish 
** Church, — the principle which cements the system of error, and pre- 
" vents it from falling into ruin. It is this * sacred inflexibilirjr/ as 
*' it is termed by her advocates, — * her incompatibility with any error 
" ' whatsoever,' — in other words, her determined adherence to the 
" whole body of doctrines, whether true or false, which she has once 
" made part of her creed, — which constitutes her principal security. 
*^ Hence she disclaims all compromise in questions relating to herhi- 
^* erarchy or articles of faith, and denies the privileges, and even the 
•* name of a Church, to every Christian community, and the hope of 
'' salvation to all individuals, who refuse subjection to her authority. 
*> I do not accuse her of uncharitableness on account of this exclusive 
"- spirit : the authority, which she believes to have been conferred on 
*'* her by Christ, it is her duty to exercise : the privileges received at 
'' his hands, she is not at liberty to relinquish : the faith delivered to 
'•'• her custody^ she is bound to maintain in its integrity : and, if separa- 

V tion from her communion involves the guilt of apostacy and the 
** forfeiture of the promises of salvation, she is under a sacred obli- 
" gation to lift up her voice, and warn mankind of their danger. But 
" the more firmly she is persuaded of her divine right, and disposed 

V to act in accordance with if, the more incumbent is it on those who 
** deny her authority, and think they are able to prove that she not 
** only is liable to error, but has grievotisly erred, in matters of faith, — 
** to be sure of the grounds on which they form their conclusions, and 
** assert their independence. Where such are the pretensions ad- 
^' vanced, the truth or the falsehood of particular articles of faith 
*' becomes a secondary question. If Christ has appointed the Churcli 
''of Rome the exclusive possessor of his promises, the sole depo- 
'' sitary of his authority, the infallible judge irr controversies regarding 
'' the faith, it is useless to debate on other matters. If this point is 
'' decided in her favour, our only resource is to acknowledge^ our 
'' €rror8, to sue for reconciliation, and accept the system of doctrines 
••'which is proved to be true by her sanction. 
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III. " In these alatenients, it is f»r from my iiileiition to c\cite 
" angry feelings. My object has simply been, to e\))liiinr in exuct 
" coniiistenc}' witli truth, and without unnecessary barabnesa of laii- 
" gt>^ge> 'he actual position which the Chnrch of Home haa assumed in 
" regard to the Churchea which disclaim her autborily, and the conse- 
" qneiiceawhichdow from her pretensions. Other Chmches may differ 
" Ironi us in points of importance, may reproach us with defects and 
'' coiruptions, and think it right to abstain fronv our communion. 
" The Romish Church asserts a title lo privileges, which, if they 
" really belong to Uer, cut ua off from cuiniexion with Christ, and 
" place us, aa rebela, usurpers, and upustates, out of Uie pule of the 
" Christian Church. Olher Churches, if they fall into error, may be 
'' corrected by time and reason, Tlje obnoxious tenets of many 
" Christian sects have either been dropped from (heir confeasions, or 
" have silently sunk into oblivion. But the errors of Home are im- 
" periahable; they derive from her principles the character of im- 
" mutability which belongs to divine trnih, and are asaerted with 
" equal coniidence. 

IV. " When we are acquainted -wilh the true state of the contro- 
'',yevay, we nniy form our own conclusions, and these will undoubtedly 
" lead ua, as faithful sons ofaCliurch, which neither in purity of 
" duclriiie, nor holineaa of worship, nor the apoatolical auccession of 
" its ministers, is inferior to any other Christian Church, with calm- 
" ness and steadiness lo reaist an usurpation which would despoil us 
" ul once, of our faith, our liberties, and our aacred character. And 
" how is this to be done ? — Not surely by retaliating mi a -statements, 
" iitveclives, and calumnies, or crudely asserting an unqualitied right 
" of private judgment ; but by reference lo primitive antiquity; dia- 
''' proving the allegations of our opponents from the silence of Scrip- 
" lure, of general tradition, of ancient writers, which in a case of ihiii 
" nature is decisive ; appealing to the proceedings of emperors, the 
"acts of councils, the language of fathers, of bishops, and even of 
" Fopea, which contradict the pretensions of the papacy ; and Irs- 
'' cing the growth of this ecclesiastical tyranny from its rise after the 
" division of the empire, till It attained to its height towards the close 
"of the eleventh century. The Holy Scriptures, and the genuine 
" records of ancient usage and practice, will in like manner supply ns 
" with proof of the real authority, ihc legitimate privileges conferred 
" on the Church, and derived immediately from Christ on all parlicn- 
" lar Churches, which are true members of his body." (pages 8 — 13.) 
I have numbered these paragraphs merely fur the sake of convenience 
of reference. 

I have uo apology lo make for laying this long extract before the 
reader. It derives a higher value and importance titan I am able to 
appreciate, from its admirable adaptation to the peculiar circumstan- 
ces of the present time, and its applicabihty to the subjects of which 
I have been treating. j\nd, further, it points out, with the greatest 
perspicuity, in what manner such snbjecla should be treated, in order 
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to produce a beneficial result. 1 hnvc to express my regret (Which I 
sificerel; do) thnt the work, of wtiich il Torms a port, did not come to 
my hands in time (o profit more from the instruction it conveys, than 
merely to fortify some of my Remarks by references to it : however, 
should the cause in uliich I am engaged require my showing myself 
B^ain in the lield, 1 shall certainly make it the model, according to 
which to arrange my plans of attack or defence. 1 sincerely hope, 
notwithstanding, that, as the case at present stands, 1 shall not be 
found to have differed from it very widely in principle, in any part of 
the preceding " Remarks." 

V. That the Protestant reader may have the whole of the pCfwft'fl/■ 
" Articles of Catholic faith" before him in the language in which 
they were originally propounded, I here present him with 

" PrOFESSIO FtDEI CATHOLlCiE, 

" Secuudmn Concilium Tridenlinum, ex BliI14 Pii Papa IV." 

After ilie recital of the Articles of the Nicene Creed, it proceeds 
thus: — 

" Apostolicas et Eccleaiasticas traditiones, reliquasque ejusdem 
" EcclesLs observaliones et constitutiones, firmtssim^ adniitio et 
" amplector. 

" Item Sacram Scripturam, jujtta eum scnsum quern lenuit el 
" tenet Sancta Mater Ecclesta, cujus est judicare de vero sensu et 
*' interpretatione Sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto ; nee earn unquam, 
" nisi juxla unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. 

" Prolileor quoque septem esse ver^ et propria Sacramenta novie 
" legis, a Jesu Christo Domino nostro iristituta, atque ad salulem 
" humani generis, licet non omnia singulis necessaria, scilicet Bap- 
" lismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam, Pcenitentiam, Extremam 
" Unclionem, Ordinem, et Matrimonium, illaque gratiam conferre ; 
" et ex his, Baptismnm, Confirmationem, et Ordinem, sine sacrilegio 
" reiterari non posse. 

" Receplos quoque et approbates Ecclesiie CathoHcie ritus, in 
" supradictorum omnium Sacramenlorum solemni administratioije, 
" recipio et admitto. 

" Omnia et singula, quEe de peccato original!, et dc justificalione, 
" in Sacrosanct^ Tridentini Synodo definila et declarata fuerunt, 
" amplector et recipio. 

" Profiteer pariter in Missft ofFerri Deo vernra, proprium, et pro- 
" pitiatorium sacrificium, pro vivis et defuiictis ; atque in sanctissimo 
" Eucharistiae Sacramento esse, vev^, realiter, et substantialiter, 
" corpus et sanguinem, und cum anim^ et divinitate, Domini nostn 
" Jesu Christi ; fierique conversionem totius substanliro panis in 
" corpus, et totius substantia? vini in sanguinem, quam conversio- 
" nem Catholica Ecclesia Transubslantialionem appellat. 
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'^ Fateor etiani sub alter^ tantum specie totuni ntque integrum 
Christum^ verumque sacramentum sumi. 
** Constanter teneo Purgatorium esse^ aDimasque ibi deteotas fide- 
"Hum sufFragiis juvari. 

'* Similiter et Sanctos, unsL cum Christo regnautes, veneraodos 
*' atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo pro nobis offerre> * 
*' atque eorum reliquias esse venerandas. 

" Firmissim^ assero imagines Christ), ac Deiparae semper Vir- 
*' ginis, necnon aliorum Sanctorum, habendas et retinendas esse, 
*' atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendum. 

" Indulgentiarum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam 
" fuisse, illarumque usum Christiano populo maximi salutarem esse, 
" affirmo. 

'' Sanctam Catholicam et Apostolicam Romanam £cclesiam om- 
" nium Ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco ; Romanoque 
'* Pontifici, B. Petri Apostolorum principis successori, ac Jesu 
'' Christ! vicario, veram obedientiam spondeo ac juro. 

*' CaBtera item omnia a sacris Canonibus, et Q^cumenicis Coo* 
** ciliis, ac praecipu^ a Sacrosanct^ Tridentini Synodo tradita, defi- 
" nita, et declarata, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor ; simulque 
'' contraria omnia, atque baereses quascunque ab £cclesia damnatas, 
*^ rejectas, et anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, rejicio, et ana- ^ 
" theniatizo. 

^' Hanc veram Catholicam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse 
** potest, quam in prsesenti spont^ profiteor et veraciter teneo, eandem 
** integram et inviolatam, usque ad extremum vitas spatium, con- 
'^ stantissim^ (Deo adjuvante) retinere, et confiteri ; atque a meis 
** subditis, vel illis, quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, 
'' teneri, doceri, et praedicari, quantum in me erit, curaturum — Ego 
" idem N. spondeo, voveo, ac juro: 

^' Sic me Deus adjuvet, et haec sancta Dei Evangelia." 



CORRIGENDA. 



Page 1«, Note 1, line 8,/or itself, read herself. 

-— - 13, Note •, line 2, after Ad Parochos, in$ert pag. 100. Edit. Lu^duni, 1819. 
— — 48, four lines from the bottom, the word the should not be distinguished 
by Italics. 
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